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Aleph Emblem Workbook

Scout:

Date:

This workbook is designed to assist Scouts working on their AlapleB. Information contained in the workbook is
taken directly from a variety of websites. Each Scout jgoresble for determining what is appropriate for their faith.
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Comments, Questions, Edits

Email: J. Levens aiDL13@comcast.net
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ALEPH APPLICATION FORM

SHIPPING ADDRESS: Allow two to thres wesks for delivery. Ovemight shipping requires 3 street address and correct Zip code

Nams
Address

City Slate Zip

Day phone Email

CANDIDATE'S INFORMATION:

Name Age Grads
Address

City Siate Zip

Pack number Coumncil

CERTIFICGATION
This is to certify that has completed the Aleph emblzm
requirements. We recommend that he be approved for this hanor

Parent Signature and Date Counselor Signature and Date

Synagogue or Schoo Local council Jewish Commitiee (if one existz) Signature and Date

OROER INFORMATION

Medal and Certificate $11.00
Required Registration Fee per student $50 * SHIFPING — Al orders are
Regured ShippingHandling Fes per order * $350 sssessed 3 standard

shipping/Handling fee per

TOTAL [Prices Subject to Changs) ik .
shipping address (orders shipped

Check one (if nothing is checked, your order will be chipped First Class Mai) together are assessed ons fies) and
O Standard shipping via First Clase Mal through the USPS (fess paid above) nia are sent via First Class Mail. To

O USPE Priority Mal 2-3 days not guarantsed (addtional fess apply) - upgrade shipging, visit

O Ground 3-5 days — No PO Boxes (addifional fees apply) - W pra}-pr_gr-g for E::;plar ation

O Expeditzd - 1 or 2 days depending on Zip code - (additional fees apply) — and foeos,

Fax SERVICE 314-345-0038 All fax orders ars assecsed 36.00. $6.00

Faxes received by noon CST will be procsssed and shipped that same day.
The fax fes & aseessed per shipping addrecs (orders shipped together are assessed one fes).

Make checks payable to P.R.A.Y

GRAND TOTAL (amount of order plus special fees) Send this form and payment to:

All orders must be sent with payment in full by check, money order, or credit card. If credit card, Matl Jewish Committze on Scouting

pleass provide the following mformation: Check one: 1MasterCard oVisa o Discover clo PRAY.
11123 5. Towne Sq. Ste B

Cardholder's Name St. Louis, MO 63123
Lt 1-800-933-7729

- ) Fax 314-845-0038
Expiration Date: CV2 code
The CVZ code iz the last three digits on the backeide of the credit card in the signature box. Jan 2004 Printing
Cardholders Address
Phone [Day contact) Signature
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Aleph Emblem

For Cub Scouts Grades 4 - 5

The National Jewish Committee on Scouting developedldmgh emblem to help you, a
Cub Scout or Webelos Scout who is Jewish, learn mmoetaludaism. Just as Aleph is
the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet, the acegtyou are about to start working on are

among your first steps as a Scout that will lead yountderstanding more about your
religion.

What Does the Aleph Emblem Look Like and Where Do | Wear I?

The Aleph emblem is a medal worn over the left pookgbur Cub Scout uniform. It
has a Torah and a Ner Tamid on it, to remind you thag gaa have earned it, others
will depend upon you to teach them.

How Do | Start Working on 1t?

Follow these simple steps.

1.

4.

Along with your mom and dad, talk to your rabbi or religisakool teacher
about being your counselor.

2. Start working on the activities and keep a neat recordwf work in a notebook.
3.

As you finish each activity, discuss what you have demle your mom or dad or
counselor.

When you have finished all the activities, have your noorad and counselor
sign the page called "Certification". The notebook isyfu to keep and use.

Activities for Earning the Aleph Emblem (Initial on the left and indicate date completed)

1.

2.

THE TORAH
A. Name the five books of the Torah.
B. Which of the Ten Commandments do you know best? Namefitre
commandments.
C. In your notebook, tell what these five commandments mean
D. In your notebook, try to copy one verse of the Toralh iafound in a
Torah scroll, or write the meaning of the English vemsgur own words.
PRAYER

A. Recite the "Shema" in Hebrew.
B. In your notebook, tell what the words of the "Shema"mteayou.
C. Learn the Hebrew blessings over bread, wine, and fruit.

3. RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS

A. Give the Hebrew names of six Jewish holidays obskedueing the year.

B. Describe how these six holidays are observed.

C. In your notebook, tell which of the Jewish holidays y&e the most, and
why.
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D. On which holidays are the following objects used?

= Shofar

= Spice box

= Menorah

= Cup of Elijah
= Haggadah

= Megillah

= Lulav (palm branch)

E. Draw or paint two of these objects or make them ouaadtwoard, wood,

or metal.
4. BIBLE HERO

A. Tell the story of two of these Bible heroes: Noahraham, Sarah, Isaac,
Rebecca, Jacob, Rachel, Joseph, Moses, Samuel, Balaon,
Deborah, or Elijah.

B. In your notebook, tell why you chose these two heroes.

5. FAMOUS AMERICAN JEWS

A. In your notebook, write a brief report on two great Arweni Jews. Here
are a few examples: Asher Levy, Haym Salomon, Fr&elgador, Judah
Touro, Uriah P. Levy, Emma Lazarus, Jacob H. Schdfjit D. Brandeis,
Albert Einstein, Henrietta Szold, and Rebecca Gratz.

6. THE SYNAGOGUE

A. Attend Sabbath services at least twice a month feethronths and report
on one Torah reading for each month.

B. In your notebook, draw pictures of the Ark and the Ner Tamyeur
synagogue and describe what they mean to the Jewish people.

7. THE JEWISH HOME

A. Which object on the outside of a house or an apartraésiits that Jews
live there?

B. Draw this object or make it out of wood, plastic, catop or metal.

8. THE LAND OF ISRAEL

A. Read a book, magazine article, or news item about larakivrite a
report on it in your notebook.

B. Tell what you know about two cities or places in IsrBeamples are:
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, the Negev, Haifa, the Kotel (WastWall), Masada,
Beersheba, and the Galilee.

C. Draw the flag of Israel or make it out of constructpaper or cloth, and
write a paragraph describing its meaning to Jews the woeld ov
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THE TORAH

The five books of the Torah

Genesiqaxw n, Bereshit: "In the beginning...")

Exodus(w»n, Shemot: "Names")

Leviticus (»p2x, Vayyigra: "And he called...")

Numbers(an7an, Bamidbar: "In the desert...")

Deuteronomy(7a7°a, Devarim: "Words", "Discourses"”, or "Things")

The Ten Commandments

1. I am the Lord your G-d who has taken you out of the lainEgypt.
2. You shall have no other G-ds but me.
3. You shall not take the name of the Lord your G-d in vain.
4. You shall remember the Sabbath and keep it Holy.
5. Honor your mother and father.
6. You shall not murder.

7. You shall not commit adultery.

8. You shall not steal.

9. You shall not bear false witness.

10.You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Torah Verse

OYoN N3 DR

This is the Hebrew of Genesis 1:1, the very beginnirtgeBible. It is pronouncelle-
re-SHIYT ba-RA eh-lo-HIYM and is usually translated "In the beginning G-d
created...."

The first word (reading right-to-left) Ise-re-SHIYT. It is from the Hebrew root resh-
aleph-shin, meaning "head, start, beginning,” with the prepodet on the front,
meaning "in, on, at." So this word could be translatedb&ginning" or "at start" or "at
the head." The Hebrew name for the Jewish holidayyRiashanah is from this same
root, and means "head of the year" or "beginning of the' yebla is the definite article
"the" and Shanah is "year."

The second word isa-RA, meaning create, shape or fashion. It is from the é¥elbvord
bet-resh-aleph.

The third word is=h-lo-HIYM , one of several names for G-d in the Hebrew Bible.

So a word-for-word translation might be "in-beginningated G-d."
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PRAYER
Shema

TR T WITAR T DY pw

Sh'ma Yis'ra'eil Adonai Eloheinu Adonai echad.
Hear, Israel, the Lord is our G-d, the Lord is One.
Blessing Over Bread

Hold the bread and say:

DIV T2 MITIR M DX T2
Barukh atah Adonai, Elohelnu melekh ha-olam
Blessed are You, Lord, our G-d, King of the Universe

(7R%) Y¥T 10 DT KO%I07]
hamotzi lechem min ha'aretz. (Amen).
who brings forth bread from the earth. (Amen)

Blessing Over Wine

Raise the glass of wine and say:

DIWT 70 WNTIR M AR TN
Barukh atah Adonai, Elohelnu melekh ha'olam
Blessed are you, Lord, our G-d, sovereign of the uravers

(if using wine or grape juice)
(J2%) 13T 279 K1
borei p'ri hagafen (Amen)
Who creates the fruit of the vine (Amen)
Blessing Over Fruit

Hold the fruit and say:

Ba-ruch a-tah A-do-nai E-lo-heiu Melech Ha-o-lam,
bo-rei p'ri ha-eitz.

Blessed are You,ord our G-d, King of the Universe, who creates the fruitheftree.
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RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS

Holiday Names & Dates

Below is a list of all major holiday dates for thexhfive years. All holidays begin at
sundown on the date before the date specified here.

5768 5769 5770 5771 5772

Rosh Hashanah | 9/13/2007 9/30/2008 9/19/2009¢ 9/9/2010 9/29/2011
Yom Kippur 9/22/2007 10/9/2008 9/28/200¢ 9/18/2010 10/8/2011
Sukkot 9/27/2007 10/14/2008 10/3/2009 9/23/2010 10/13/2011
Shemini Atzeret 10/4/2007 10/21/2008 10/10/2009 9/30/2010 10/20/2011
Simchat Torah 10/5/2007 10/22/2006 10/11/2009 10/1/2010 10/21/2011
Chanukah 12/5/2007 12/22/2008 12/12/2009 12/2/2010 12/21/2011
Tu B'Shevat 1/22/200&  2/9/2009 1/30/2010 1/20/2011  2/8/2012
Purim 3/21/200& 3/10/2009  2/28/2010 3/20/2011  3/8/2012
Pesach (Passover) 4/20/2006  4/9/2009 3/30/2010 4/19/2011  4/7/2012
Lag B'Omer 5/23/200& 5/12/2009  5/2/2010 5/22/2011 5/10/201Z
Shavu'ot 6/9/2008 5/29/2009 5/19/2010 6/8/2011, 5/27/201%
Tisha B'Av 8/10/200& 7/30/2009 7/20/201C 8/9/2011 7/28/201%

Rosh Hashanah

Rosh Hashanah occurs on the first and second daystwoi Tin Hebrew, Rosh Hashanah
means, literally, "head of the year" or "first of tfear.” Rosh Hashanah is commonly
known as the Jewish New Year.

The Jewish New Year is a time to begin introspectimoking back at the mistakes of the
past year and planning the changes to make in the new year.

The name "Rosh Hashanah" is not used in the Bible to diskissholiday. The Bible
refers to the holiday as Yom Ha-Zikkaron (the day afembrance) or Yom Teruah (the
day of the sounding of the shofar). The holiday istuntstd in Leviticus 23:24-25.

No workis permitted on Rosh Hashanah. Much of the day is speghagogugewhere
the regular daily liturgys somewhat expanded. In fact, there is a special fregler
called the machzor used for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kigmause of the extensive
liturgical changes for these holidays.

One popular observance during this holiday is eating apgpsdlin honey, a symbol of

our wish for a sweet new year. Another popular practidbe holiday is Tashlikh
("casting off"). We walk to flowing water, such as a &reeriver, on the afternoon of
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the first day and empty our pockets into the river, symatly casting off our sins. Small
pieces of bread are commonly put in the pocket to castashlikh is normally observed
on the afternoon of the first day, before afternservices. When the first day occurs on
Shabbatmany synagogues observe Tashlikh on Sunday afternoawitbcarrying (the
bread) on Shabbat.

The common greeting at this time is L'shanah tovalr @fgood year"). This is a
shortening of "L'shanah tovah tikatev v'taihatem"”, wimwans "May you be inscribed
and sealed for a good year."

Yom Kippur

Yom Kippur is probably the most important holiday of teevish year. Many Jews who
do not observe any other Jewish custom will refrain fnork, fast and/or attend
synagogueservices on this day. Yom Kippur occurs on the 10th daystiil The
holiday is instituted at Leviticus 23:26 et seq.

The name "Yom Kippur" means "Day of Atonement," and gnatty much explains what
the holiday is. It is a day set aside to "afflict Hual," to atone for the sins of the past
year. On Yom Kippur, the judgment entered in these bsadesaled. This day is,
essentially, your last appeal, your last chance to chidmegedgment, to demonstrate
your repentance and make amends.

Yom Kippur atones only for sins between man and G-d,aratihs against another
person. To atone for sins against another person, youfinstisieek reconciliation with
that person, righting the wrongs you committed againsh thpossible. That must all be
done before Yom Kippur.

Yom Kippur is a complete Sabbath; no work can be perfoonetiat day. It is well-
known that you are supposed to refrain from eating and dgr(leven water) on Yom
Kippur. It is a complete, 25-hour fast beginning before sumséhe evening before Yom
Kippur and ending after nightfall on the day of Yom Kippur.

Most of the holiday is spent in the synagogueorayer. In Orthodogynagogues,
services begin early in the morning (8 or 9 AM) and coetmntil about 3 PM. People
then usually go home for an afternoon nap and retuumdrd or 6 PM for the afternoon
and evening services, which continue until nightfall. Theises end at nightfall, with
the blowing of the tekiah gedolah, a long blast on théasho

Sukkot

The Festival of Sukkot begins on Tish#, the fifth day after Yom Kippuit is quite a
drastic transition, from one of the most solemndwa}s in our year to one of the most
joyous. Sukkot is so unreservedly joyful that it is commaafgrred to in Jewish prayer
and literature as Z'man Simchatel!7¥ 121 the Season of our Rejoicing.
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Sukkot is the last of the Shalosh R'ga(timree pilgrimage festivals). Like Passoaad
Shavu'ot Sukkot has a dual significance: historical and agriculttfigtorically, Sukkot
commemorates the forty-year period during which the childfdsrael were wandering
in the desert, living in temporary shelters. Agricultlyaébukkot is a harvest festival and
is sometimes referred to as Chag Ha-ABH\! i, the Festival of Ingathering.

The word "Sukkot" means "booths," and refers to the tempdigellings that we are
commanded to live in during this holiday in memory of the gkoibwandering. The
Hebrew pronunciation of Sukkot is "Sue COAT," but is oftesnpunced as in Yiddish
to rhyme with "BOOK us."

Sukkot lasts for seven days. The two days following thevédsShemini Atzereand
Simchat Torahare separate holidays but are related to Sukkot andm@raanly thought
of as part of Sukkot.

The festival of Sukkot is instituted in Leviticus 23:33 et $dmwork is permitted on the
first and second days of the holiday. Work is permittetherremaining days. These
intermediate days on which work is permitted are redetoeas Chol Ha-Mo'ed, as are
the intermediate days of Passaover

Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah

Tishri 22, the day after the seventh day of Sukisothe holiday Shemini Atzeret. In
Israe] Shemini Atzeret is also the holiday of SimchataForOutside of Israel, where
extra days of holidayare held, only the second day of Shemini Atzeret iBatnTorah:
Shemini Atzeret is Tishri 22 and 23, while Simchat Tasahishri 23.

These two holidays are commonly thought of as part of Sukkobthat is technically
incorrect; Shemini Atzeret is a holiday in its owghti and does not involve some of the
special observances of Sukkot. We do not take up the lulavaados these days, and
our dwelling in the sukkah is more limited, and performed autheciting a blessing

Shemini Atzeret literally means "the assembly eféighth (day).” Rabbinic literature
explains the holiday this way: our Creator is like athaho invites us as visitors for a
limited time, but when the time comes for us to ledehas enjoyed himself so much
that He asks us to stay another day. Another relatddretmon: Sukkot is a holiday
intended for all of mankind, but when Sukkot is over, theatr invites the Jewish
people to stay for an extra day, for a more intimatebcation.

Simchat Torah means "Rejoicing in the TaotaFrhis holiday marks the completion of the
annual cycle of weekly Torah readindgsach week in synagoguee publicly read a few
chapters from the Torah, starting with Genesis Chdlwarking our way around to
Deuteronomy 34. On Simchat Torah, we read the last Tw#lon, then proceed
immediately to the first chapter of Genesis, remindinthasthe Torah is a circle, and
never ends.
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This completion of the readings is a time of gres&lmation. There are processions
around the synagogue carrying Torah scratid plenty of high-spirited singing and
dancing in the synagogue with the Torahs. Drinking is @somon during this time; in
fact, a traditional source recommends performing thetprielessing earlier than usual
in the service, to make sure the kohaaira not drunk when the time comes! As many
people as possible are given the honor of an alisediting a blessing over the Torah
reading); in fact, even children are called for anaddiplessing on Simchat Torah. In
addition, as many people as possible are given the lndwarrying a Torah scroll in
these processions. Children do not carry the scrolty @he much too heavy!), but often
follow the procession around the synagogue, sometimegrgasmall toy Torahs
(stuffed plush toys or paper scrolls).

Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah are holidays onwwark is not permitted.
Chanukah

Chanukah, the Jewish festival of rededication, also kras\the festival of lights, is an
eight day festival beginning on the 25th day of the Jewienth of Kislev

The story of Chanukah begins in the reign of AlexankerGreat. Alexander conquered
Syria, Egypt and Palestine, but allowed the lands undeohisol to continue observing
their own religions and retain a certain degree of autyn Under this relatively
benevolent rule, many Jews assimilated much of Hellemigtture, adopting the
language, the customs and the dress of the Greeks, intheusame way that Jews in
America today blend into the secular American society.

More than a century later, a successor of Alexandeipémus IV was in control of the
region. He began to oppress the Jews severely, gladitellenistic priest in the Temple
massacring Jews, prohibiting the practice of the Jewigfiae] and desecrating the
Temple by requiring the sacrifice of pigs (a non-kostremal) on the altar. Two groups
opposed Antiochus: a basically nationalistic group ledlbttathias the Hasmonean and
his son Judah Maccabee, and a religious traditionabsipgknown as the Chasidim, the
forerunners of the Pharise@® direct connection to the modern movement known as
Chasidisn. They joined forces in a revolt against both thenaation of the Hellenistic
Jews and oppression by the Seleucid Greek government. idietien succeeded and
the Temple was rededicated.

According to tradition as recorded in the Talmatthe time of the rededication, there
was very little oil left that had not been defiled by threeks. Oil was needed for the
menorah(candelabrum) in the Temple, which was supposed tothuwaghout the night
every night. There was only enough oil to burn for ong get miraculously, it burned
for eight days, the time needed to prepare a fresh suppilyfor the menorah. An eight
day festival was declared to commemorate this miracle.

V.3 January 13, 2009 12



Aleph Emblem

Tu B'Shevat

Tu B'Shevat, the 15th day of the Jewish month of Shevatholiday also known as the
New Year for Trees. The word "Tu" is not really a watds the number 15 in Hebrew,
as if you were to call the Fourth of July "lv July¥/ (being 4 in Roman numerals).

Tu B'Shevat is the new year for the purpose of calcgldha age of trees for tithing. See
Lev. 19:23-25, which states that fruit from trees maybeoeaten during the first three
years; the fourth year's fruit is for G-ahd after that, you can eat the fruit. Each tree is
considered to have aged one year as of Tu B'Shevatyso [flanted a tree on Shevat
14, it begins its second year the next day, but if you pldree two days later, on Shevat
16, it does not reach its second year until the next'She¥at.

There are few customs or observances related todhial. One custom is to eat a new
fruit on this day. Some people plant trees on this Adgt of Jewish children collect
money for trees for Israel this time of year.

Purim

Purim is one of the most joyous and fun holidays ordéveish calendar. It
commemorates a time when the Jewish people livilRemsia were saved from
extermination.

The story of Purim is told in the Biblical book Esther. The heroes of the story are
Esther, a beautiful young Jewish woman living in Peesi@ her cousin Mordecai, who
raised her as if she were his daughter. Esther was takba house of Ahasuerus, King
of Persia, to become part of his harem. King Ahasueresl I&sther more than his other
women and made Esther queen, but the king did not knoistiagér was a Jew, because
Mordecai told her not to reveal her identity.

The villain of the story is Haman, an arrogant, egoai$fadvisor to the king. Haman
hated Mordecai because Mordecai refused to bow downn@ahiaso Haman plotted to
destroy the Jewish peopla a speech that is all too familiar to Jews, Hatadohthe

king, "There is a certain people scattered abroad apeitied among the peoples in all
the provinces of your realm. Their laws are differfemin those of every other people's,
and they do not observe the king's laws; therefasenibt befitting the king to tolerate
them." Esther 3:8. The king gave the fate of the Jepasiple to Haman, to do as he
pleased to them. Haman planned to exterminate alkojetvs.

Mordecai persuaded Esther to speak to the king on behakk dewish people. This was
a dangerous thing for Esther to do, because anyone wheictorthe king's presence
without being summoned could be put to death, and she hddeo summoned. Esther
fasted for three days to prepare herself, then wénmthe king. He welcomed her. Later,
she told him of Haman's plot against her people. The Jeeisple were saved, and
Haman was hanged on the gallows that had been prepanddridecai.
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The book of Esther is unusual in that it is the omglof the Bible that does not contain
the name of G-din fact, it includes virtually no reference to G-d. idecai makes a
vague reference to the fact that the Jews will bedshyesomeone else, if not by Esther,
but that is the closest the book comes to mentioning Tk, one important message
that can be gained from the story is that G-d ofterksvn ways that are not apparent, in
ways that appear to be chance, coincidence or ordyoary luck.

The word "Purim” means "lots" and refers to the lottegt Haman used to choose the
date for the massacre.

The primary commandmenglated to Purim is to hear the reading of the bookstfidt.
The book of Esther is commonly known as the Megilalhich means scroll. Although
there are five books of Jewish scripttinat are properly referred to as megillahs (Esther,
Ruth, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, and Lamentatidws)s tthe one people usually
mean when they speak of The Megillah. It is customatyob, hiss, stamp feet and rattle
gragers (noisemakers; see illustration) whenever the rid Haman is mentioned in the
service. The purpose of this custom is to "blot ountome of Haman."

During the holiday, we are commanded to eat, drink and logy nhieis also customary to
hold carnival-like celebrations on Purim, to perform playd parodies, and to hold
beauty contests

Passover

Pesach begins on the 15th day of the Jewish month s&iis is the first of the three
major festivals with both historical and agriculturgrsficance (the other two are
Shavu'otand_Sukkat Agriculturally, it represents the beginning of theviest season in
Israe] but little attention is paid to this aspect of thedenf. The primary observances of
Pesach are related to the Exodus from Egypt after genes@f slavery. This story is
told in Exodus, Ch. 1-15. Many of the Pesach observamedasstituted in Chs. 12-15.

The name "Pesach" (PAY-sahch, with a "ch" as irSibettish "loch™) comes from the
Hebrew rootPei-Samekh-Cheft”?, meaning to pass through, to pass over, to exempt or
to spare. It refers to the fact that Gpdissed over" the houses of the Jews when he was
slaying the firstborn of Egypt. In English, the holida known as Passover. "Pesach” is
also the name of the sacrificial offeri(@ lamb) that was made in the Tempfethis

holiday. The holiday is also referred to as Chag he-A#i! ¥, (the Spring Festival),
Chag ha-Matzo®1%90 10 (the Festival of Matzahs), and Z'man Cheirutlfi™ 12t

(the Time of Our Freedom) (again, all with those Ssbttch"s).

Probably the most significant observance related tadPasvolves the removal of
chametz (leaven; sounds like "hum it's" with that Sslettch™) from our homes. This
commemorates the fact that the Jews leaving Egypt wexdwurry, and did not have
time to let their bread rise. It is also a symbaelay of removing the "puffiness”
(arrogance, pride) from our souls.
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Chametz includes anything made from the five major grainsatwhee, barley, oats and
spelt) that has not been completely cooked within 18 msrafter coming into contact
with water. Orthodox Jewsf Ashkenazidackground also avoid rice, corn, peanuts, and
legumes (beans) as if they were chametz.

The grain product we eat during Pesach is called matzakzaM& unleavened bread,
made simply from flour and water and cooked very quickiys is the bread that the
Jews made for their flight from Egypt.

The day before Pesach is the Fast of the Firstlaonminor fasfor all firstborn males,
commemorating the fact that the firstborn Jewishesial Egypt were not killed during
the final plague.

On the first night of Pesach (first two niglits traditional Jews outside Israelve have

a special family meal filled with ritual to remind us bétsignificance of the holiday.

This meal is called a sedél”, from a Hebrew rootvord meaning "order," because there
is a specific set of information that must be discuss@dspecific order. It is the same
root from which we derive the word "sidduf"™, (prayer book). Pesach lasts for seven
days (eight days outside of Israel). The first anddags of the holiday (first two and last
two outside of Israel) are days on which_no wisrkermitted.

Jewish Objects

Object Match to Object
Shofar Chanukah
Spice box Passover
Menorah Passover

Cup of Elijah Purim
Haggadah Shabbat
Megillah Sukkoth

Lulav (palm branch) Yom Kippur
BIBLE HEROS

Noah (ca. 2704-1755 BCE)

Noah was the son of Lamech and born ten generatitersf@lam The _Toralrelates that
"Noah was a righteous man in his generation" (Gene8jsafd thus spared the fate of all
humanity at that time to the earth's destruction by mwaleah builds an ark at Gsd
command, and takes his wife, sons Shem Ham and Japhdthijs son's daughters into
the ark. The ark also saves a male and female ofezactal. (Genesis)7After 150 days

of floating, the ark lands on Mount Ararat. When thatee on dry land, Noah and his
family prepare sacrifices to G-d. G-d promises thawitlenever again destroy the earth
through flood. He shows the family a sign of his etkecoaenant: A rainbow.
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Abraham (c. 1813 BCE - c. 1638 BCE)

According to Jewish tradition, Abraham was born unbemame Abram in the city of
Ur in Babylonia in the year 1948 from Creation (circa 1800 BE# was the son of
Terach, an idol merchant, but from his early childhoedghestioned the faith of his
father and sought the truth. He came to believe beaéttire universe was the work of a
single Creator, and he began to teach this belietterst

Abram tried to convince his father, Terach, of the follydol worship. One day, when
Abram was left alone to mind the store, he took a haname smashed all of the idols
except the largest one. He placed the hammer in tliedfahe largest idol. When his
father returned and asked what happened, Abram saidjddlsegot into a fight, and the
big one smashed all the other ones." His father sBoly't be ridiculous. These idols
have no life or power. They can't do anything." Abram egpliThen why do you
worship them?"

Eventually, the one true Creator that Abram had worsHipgp#ed to him, and made him
an offer: if Abram would leave his home and his fantihgn_G-dwould make him a
great nation and bless him. Abram accepted this offerthealrit (covenant) between
G-d and the Jewish people was established. (Gén. 12

When Abram was 100 and Sarai 90, G-d promised Abram a sSarby G-d changed
Abram's name to Abraham (father of many), and Sdam8arah (from "my princess" to
"princess"). Sarah bore Abraham a son, Isaac (iné#ebyYitzchak), a name derived
from the word "laughter,” expressing Abraham's joy atrigag son in his old age. (Gen
17-18). Isaac was the ancestor of the Jewish people.

Sarah (ca. 1540-1677 BCE)

The biblical matriarch Sarah was the wife of Abraleamd the mother of Isaac
Information about Sarah comes from Genehispters 11-23.

Sarah’s name was actually Sarai. When Abraham was&89 g&l, G-d spoke to him and
blessed him with children and land. He changed his name flmamAto Abraham and
his wife’s name from Sarai to Sarah. G-d also promide#am that Sarah would have
a child, and that G-d would maintain his covenant witk thild, Isaac.

Three days later, three men approached Abraham’sHenhvited them in and Sarah
went to prepare food for them. She was listening fronog@ning of the tent, however,
when one of the "men," who were really messengers f6-d, predicted that she would
have a child. She laughed; after all, she was 90 ydéhesnd Abraham nearly 100! Yet
G-d predicted that in one year, she would give birth. @ae later, when Abraham was
100, Sarah’s son, Isaac, was born.

Sarah died in Kiryat Arba (what is now Hebyat the age of 127. Abraham bought the
Cave of Machpelafrom Ephron the Hittite and buried Sarah there.
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Isaac (ca. 1713-1533 BCE)

Isaac was the subject of the tenth and most diffiestt&f Abraham’daith: G-d
commanded Abrahato sacrifice Isaac as a burnt offering. (Geh Zis test is known
in Jewish tradition as the Akeidah (the Binding, aregiee to the fact that Isaac was
bound on the altar).

But this test is also an extraordinary demonstrationazfd's own faith, because
according to Jewish tradition, Isaac knew that he wéetsacrificed, yet he did not
resist, and was united with his father in dedicatiorthatlast moment, G-d sent an angel
to stop the sacrifice.

Isaac later married Rebec(faivka), who bore him fraternal twin sons: Ja¢¥h'akov)
and Esau._(Gen 25

Rebecca
The biblical matriarch Rebecca was the wife of |saadt the mother of JacoBebecca’s

father was Bethuel, who was the son of Abraham’shieroflahor. Information about
Rebecca comes from Genesimpters 24-28.

When Abraham wanted to find a wife for Isaac, he benservant to his hometown of
Aram-Naharaim. The servant came to a spring and ptayé&dd. He proposed a sign —
the first woman to give water to both him and his canmvelsld be the one who would be
right for Isaac. Immediately, Rebecca approached hanwhen he asked for a drink,
she ran to the spring and brought water for both him anchihiels. The servant went
with Rebecca to her house, where he received permifsim her father and her brother,
Laban, to take Rebecca to Canaan as a wife for Ik married Rebecca when he
was 40 years old. According to Genesis, he was only ctedf@after his mother’s death
when he married Rebecca and took her into his mottesits

Rebecca became pregnant with twins. She had a difficegnancy and asked G-d about
her children. He answered that her two sons would betwmeations and the older
would serve the younger. She gave birth and named tHeofinstwin Esau and the
second Jacob. Possibly because of the prophecy, Rdagocad Jacob.

At one point, there was a famine in Canaan and Isaattawé\bimelech king of the
Philistines in Gerar to find food. Rebecca was beauwdifdl Isaac was scared to tell the
people there she was his wife. Instead, he claimed shéiwaister. After some time,
Abimelech saw them together and confronted Isaac whatadinthat he had been scared
to tell anyone that Rebecca was his wife. Abimelech greclaimed to the people that
anyone who hurt Isaac or Rebecca would be put to death.

When Isaac was old, he instructed Esau to hunt and prempaeal and then Isaac would

bless him. Rebecca overheard this and told Jacob to ptetemds Esau in order to
receive the blessing. Rebecca prepared a dish for IdatieedJacob in Esau’s clothes
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and covered his hands and neck with skins so he wouldddsliry as his brother. The
plan worked and Jacob received the blessing from Isaaen\&$au realized what
happened, he planned to kill his brother. Rebecca found dwduised Jacob to run to
her brother Laban’s house in Haran until Esau got bigeanger.

The bible does not write when Rebecca died, but onlysti@tvas buried in the Cave of
Machpelah

Jacob

Isaac’swife Rebecca (Rivka) gave birth to fraternal twin safa&ob (Ya'akov) and Esau.
Esau was Isaac's favorite, because he was a good hwutitdre more spiritually-minded
Jacob was Rebecca's favorite.

Esau had little regard for the spiritual heritage of hisflithers, and sold his birthright of
spiritual leadership to Jacob for a bow! of lentil st®hen Isaac was growing old,
Rebecca tricked him into giving Jacob a blessing mearidau. Esau was angry about
this, and about the birthright, so Jacob fled to livénwis uncle, where he met his
beloved Rachel. Jacob was deceived into marrying Raoltddssister, Leah, but later
married Rachel as well, and Rachel and Leah's maidsey\&ithah and Zilphah.
Between these four women, Jacob fathered 12 sons arghoghter.

After many years living with and working for his uncle/ftin-law, Jacob returned to
his homeland and sought reconciliation with his brothauEsle prayed to G-and gave
his brother gifts. The night before he went to meebhasher, he sent his wives, sons,
and things across the river, and was alone with Ghdt night, he wrestled with a man
until the break of day. As the dawn broke, Jacob demaadidessing from the man, and
the "man" revealed himself as an angel. He blessedb daxbgave him the name "Israel"
(Yisrael), meaning "the one who wrestled with G-d" tee"Champion of G-d." The
Jewish people are generally referred to as the Childrisma®l, signifying our descent
from Jacob. The next day, Jacob met Esau and wasmeicby him.

Jacob fathered 12 sons: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judahlufelssachar, Dan, Gad,
Asher, Naphtali, Joseph and Benjamin. They are thestorseof the tribes of Israel, and
the ones for whom the tribes are named. Joseph fatther of two tribes: Manasseh and
Ephraim.

Joseph's older brothers were jealous of him, becausaséhe favorite of their father,
and because he had visions that he would lead them ail.sttd Joseph into slavery
and convinced their father that Joseph was dead. Josepinought into Egypt, where
his ability to interpret visions earned him a place inRharaoh's court, paving the way
for his family's later settlement in Egypt.
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Rachel

The biblical matriarch Rachel was the wife of Jaaold the mother of Joseph and
Benjamin. Information about Rachel is found in Genekapters 29-35.

Rachel was the second daughter of Laban, Rebeloaaiser. Rachel lived in Haran and
worked as a shepherdess. She is described as "shagdlgaurtiful" (Genesis 29:1.7

Jacob ran to Haran to escape from his brother Esareddbed a well and asked some
shepherds there if they knew Laban. They answered &hain’'s daughter Rachel was
approaching at that moment. Jacob kissed Rachel andetottat he was Rebecca’s son,
and Rachel’s relative. She invited him to her house, ategan to work for Laban.
After a month, Laban asked Jacob what his wages wdye. 1By then, Jacob loved
Rachel and answered that he would work seven years tg Rachel. After Jacob
fulfilled his commitment, Laban made a feast at whietwlas to give his daughter to
Jacob, but instead of giving him Rachel, Laban gave Jacalideist daughter, Leah.
Jacob confronted Laban, who agreed to give him Racheleek later, provided Jacob
would work for him an additional seven years. Jacobeagrand married Rachel whom
he loved more than Leah.

Leah quickly gave birth to four sons. Rachel becameysaidd her sister. After Leah had
seven children, Rachel finally conceived. She nameddmedaseph, noting that G-d "has
taken away (in Hebrewasapl) my disgrace" and praying that G-d would "agldseph
another son for me" (Genesis 30:23,24

After Joseph was born, Jacob told Rachel and LealGithhad commanded him to
return to his homeland of Canaan. They responded tlsdtdwdd do what G-d told him
and they would follow. Jacob prepared to leave and, whilahavas out shearing sheep,
Rachel stole Laban’s idols without Jacob’s knowledges. bt written explicitly why she
stole them. Some commentators say it was to préxadan from worshipping idols,
while others say that the idols actually had some mbgamaer and Rachel did not want
them revealing to Laban the way that Jacob traveledbJdid not tell Laban that he was
leaving. When, three days later, Laban discovered thabJaas gone and chased after
him, he blamed Jacob for stealing his idols. Laban sedttieetents of Jacob and his
wives, but Rachel hid the idols in a camel cushion admhhaould not find them. Laban
left the next morning and Rachel continued to travel daitob.

The next time Rachel is mentioned is when Jacobantithis estranged brother Esau.
Jacob formed a receiving line of his wives and children, guRiachel and Joseph last,
so they could escape if necessary.

They traveled to Beth-El and from there began a joutm&phrath. Rachel was pregnant
again and, on the way, suffered a hard labor and diddlldbath. In her last breath, she
named her son Ben-oni ("son of my suffering") but Jaadled the child Benjamin ("son
of the right hand" or "son of the south"). JacobdxuifRachel on the road where she died
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and set up a monument. Early descriptions of the tdanm ¢hat it consisted of 11 stones
placed by Jacob’s sons and one bigger stone placed by Jatssifhi

According to_MidrashJacob buried Rachel on the road so that the Jewsl\yweass her
grave as they traveled into exile and she would be algieatofor them. This is supported
by the words of the prophet Jeremiah who wrote, at treaftthe Babylonian exile'A

cry is heard in Ramah...Rachel weeping for her childreméfdah 31:1%

Joseph (ca. 1562-1452 BCE)

The biblical Joseph was the"™ 4on of JacobHe was born to Jacob’s favorite wife,
Rachel in Paddan-Aram after she had been barren for sewn. yiloseph fathered two
of the_ twelve tribe®f Israel: Ephraim and Manasseh. Information abowgploss found
in Genesichapters 37-50.

At the age of 17, Joseph was a shepherd alongside hisrisratheob loved Joseph more
than he loved his other sons. Joseph would report hisdbsbthisdeeds to his father and
Jacob gave Joseph a "coat of many colors." The otb#rdss were jealous of Joseph and
hated him. Joseph only further provoked this hatred whealthdais brothers about two

of his dreams. In the first, sheaves of wheat belonirigs brothers bowed to his own
sheaf. In the second, the son, moon, and 11 stars bovised.t

One day, Jacob sent Joseph to Shechem to check on herbrdtiseph went to
Shechem and, when his brothers were not there, followesd to Dothan. When the
brothers saw him, they plotted to kill him and throw Imto a pit. The oldest brother,
Reuben, suggested that they merely throw Joseph infottls® Reuben could secretly
save Joseph later. When Joseph approached, the bitothlerss coat and threw him into
the pit. They sat down to eat and saw a caravan ofdslibe traders from Gilead in the
distance. Judah came up with the idea to sell Josephantrys Joseph was sold for 20
pieces of silver. The brothers then dipped his coat i@dolood of a slaughtered goat
and brought it back to Jacob. Jacob recognized the coabantiided that a beast had
killed his son. He mourned for many days and was inconsolabl

Meanwhile, the traders took Joseph down to Egypt wherphotian officer and head of
the kitchen of Pharaoh, bought him. Joseph was suct#ssfe and Potiphar made
Joseph his personal attendant, putting him in charge eftive household.

Joseph argued with Potiphar’s wife. As a result shalstaal him first to her servants and
then to her husband. Potiphar was furious and sent Josapaikdor the king’s

prisoners. In prison, the chief jailor liked Joseph andhputin charge of all the other
prisoners, including Pharaoh’s butler and baker. One nahtthe butler and the baker
had strange dreams. Joseph interpreted the dreams, satingthree days time the
butler would be recalled to his former position while thkdy would be killed. Sure
enough, three days later, Pharaoh restored the buths job and killed the baker.
Joseph asked the butler to mention his name to Pharalod hope that he would be
freed, but the butler forgot about Joseph.
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Two years later, Pharaoh himself had two dreams thahgicians could not interpret.
The butler then remembered Joseph and told Pharaoh abourHharaoh sent for the 30-
year-old Joseph. He appeared before Pharaoh and told the mame of G-d that the
dreams forecasted seven years of plentiful crops feliblay seven years of famine. He
advised Pharaoh to make a wise man commissioner c/értth with overseers to gather
and store food from the seven years of abundance/¢df@athe years of scarcity.
Joseph’s prediction and advice pleased Pharaoh and he osagé his second-in-
command.

Joseph traveled throughout Egypt, gathering and storing emgramounts of grain from
each city. During these years, Joseph had two sondirgth@doseph named Manasseh,
meaning, "G-d has made me forgeaghan) completely my hardship and my parental
home" (Genesis 41:%1He named the second son Ephraim, meaning, "G-d hasmade
fertile (hiprani) in the land of my affliction” (Genesis 41)6After seven years, a famine
spread throughout the world, and Egypt was the only coumtyhtad food. Joseph was
in charge of rationing grain to the Egyptians and to all edime to Egypt.

Pharaoh heard that Joseph’s brothers had come to visiahdrtold them to bring their
households to Egypt where he would give them the besedétid. Joseph gave each of
them a wagon, provisions for the trip and a change dfialpt He gave Benjamin 300
pieces of silver and several changes of clothing. Hesalsba large present back for his
father.

Joseph lived 110 years. He saw great-grandchildren fromhim#ons. Before he died,
he told his brothers that G-d would one day bring them up Egypt into the land that
G-d promised their fathers.

Moses

Moses was the greatest propHeader and teacher that Judaism has ever known. |n fact
one of Rambaia 13 Principles of Faitls the belief that Moses' prophecies are true, and
that he was the greatest of the prophets. He is cdlledhe Rabbeinu,"” that is, Moses,
Our Teacher/Rabbinterestingly, the numerical valaé "Moshe Rabbeinu” is 613: the
number of mitzvothat Moses taught the Children of Israel! He is deedrios the only
person who ever knew Gfdce-to-face (Deut. 34:10) and mouth-to-mouth (Num. 12:8),
which means that G-d spoke to Moses directly, in pimgliage, not through visions and
dreams, as G-d communicated with other prophets.

Moses was born on_7 Adar the year 2368 from Creation (circa 1400 B(Be son of
Amram, a member of the tribe of Lewnd Yocheved, Levi's daughter (Ex. 6:16-20).

The name "Moses" comes from a ro¢aning "take out,” because Moses was taken out
of the river (Ex. 2:10).

Moses was born in a very difficult time: Pharaoh had rediéhat all male children born
to the Hebrew slaves should be drowned in the river I22). Yocheved hid Moses for
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three months, and when she could no longer hide him, sthenpin a little ark and
placed it on the river where Pharaoh's daughter bathed(2-3). Pharaoh's daughter
found the child and had compassion on him (Ex. 2:6). Astiggestion of Moses' sister
Miriam, Pharaoh's daughter hired Yocheved to nurse Moses umtdh@veaned (Ex.
2:7-10). Yocheved instilled in Moses a knowledge of his hggitnd a love of his people
that could not be erased by the 40 years he spent intikeeamnitic court of Pharaoh.

Little is known about Moses' youth. One traditionakgtells that when he was a child,
sitting on Pharaoh's knee, Moses took the crown d#hafraoh’s head and put it on. The
court magicians took this as a bad sign and demanded thatéstdm they put a brazier
full of gold and a brazier full of hot coals before hionsee which he would take. If
Moses took the gold, he would have to be killed. An aggeled Moses' hand to the
coal, and he put it into his mouth, leaving him with a lifleg speech impediment (Ex.
4:10).

Although Moses was raised by Egyptians, his compassidnidgeople was so great that
he could not bear to see them beaten by Pharaoh'sasigktsr One day, when Moses
was about 40 years old, he saw an Egyptian beating &Waltaive, and he was so
outraged that he struck and killed the Egyptian (Ex. 2:11Bi)when both his fellow
Hebrews and the Pharaoh condemned him for this actiosediwas forced to flee from
Egypt (Ex. 2:14-15).

He fled to Midian, where he met and married Zipporahdtnghter of a Midianite priest
(Ex. 2:16-21). They had a son, Gershom (Ex. 2:22). Moses 4feyears in Midian
tending his father-in-law's sheep. A midrash tells lases was chosen to lead the
Children of Israel because of his kindness to aninvdlgen he was bringing the sheep to
a river for water, one lamb did not come. Moses wenhe little lamb and carried it to
the water so it could drink. Like G-Moses cared about each individual in the group,
and not just about the group as a whole. This showedhé¢hatis a worthy shepherd for
G-d's flock.

G-d appeared to Moses and chose him to lead the peopleEgymifan slavery and to
the Promised Lan(Ex. Chs. 3-4). With the help of his brother Aardtoses spoke to
Pharaoh and triggered the plagues against Egypt (Ex. Chs. Hel2)en led the people
out of Egypt and across the sea to freedom, and browghtto Mount Sinai, where G-d
gave the people the Torand the people accepted it (Ex. Chs. 12-24).

G-d revealed the entire Torah to Moses. The entiralfmcludes the first five books of
the Bible(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and DeuteronomyMbsgs himself
wrote as G-d instructed him. It also includes all ofrdmeaining prophecies and history
that would later be written down in the remaining bodkscoipture and the entire Oral
Torah the oral tradition for interpreting the Torah, thatud later be written down in
the Talmud Moses spent the rest of his life writing the firge books, essentially taking
dictation from G-d.
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After Moses received instruction from G-d about the laand how to interpret it, he
came back down to the people and started hearing casgsigimd) them for the people,
but this quickly became too much for one man. Upon the aaifibis father-in-law,
Yitro, Moses instituted a judicial system (Ex. 18:13-26).

Moses was not perfect. Like any man, he had his flagdshamoments of weakness,
and the Bible faithfully records these shortcomingdatt, Moses was not permitted to
enter the Promised Larmkcause of a transgression (Deut. 32:48-52). Moses ldas to
speak to a rock to get water from it, but instead he stheckock repeatedly with a rod,
showing improper anger and a lack of faith (Num. 20:7-13).

Moses died in the year 2488, just before the people crossednto the Promised Land
(Deut. 32:51). He completed writing the first five bookslef Bible (Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy) before he died.

Moses was 120 years old at the time that he died (Dew). 3hat lifespan is considered
to be ideal, and has become proverbial: one way to wighson well in Jewish tradition
is to say, "May you live to be 120!

Deborah

Deborah is perhaps the Bible's greatest woman figutgoialk stands exclusively on her
own merits. The only thing we know about her personaldithe name of her husband,
Lapidot. "She led Israel at that time," is how the 8it#cords it. "She used to sit under
the palm tree of Deborah ... and the Israelites wondecto her for judgment” (4:4).

During Deborah's time, a century or so after the Iseaetfitry into Canaan, the valley in
which she and her tribe lived was controlled by King Jabidador. Deborah summoned
the warrior Barak and instructed him in G-d's nameke tan thousand troops and
confront Jabin's general, Sisera, and his army's nine huindrechariots, on Mount
Tabor.

The battle takes place during the rainy season, andaSis#ariots quickly bog down in
the mud. The Israelites overwhelm Hazor's army, anattifféavy casualties.

The famed "Song of Deborah”, exults in the breakinthefCanaanite stranglehold over
much of the country: "So may all Your enemies peridoi@," is Deborah's parting
shot, though the true Jewish victory went even deeperttigadestruction of Sisera and
his chariots. According to the Talmud, Rabbi Akiva, onéhefgreatest figures in Jewish
history, was a direct descendant of Sisera. Thataeddant of this great enemy of the
Jews became a great Jewish rabbi and scholar repretfsntilvs' ultimate victory over
their ancient Canaanite opponent.
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Elijah

Each Passover, a special cup of wine is filled and put@sdder table. During the
Seder, the door of the house is opened and everyone &iaaltdsv Elijah the Prophet
(Eliyahu ha-Navj to enter and drink. At evetyris, a chair is also set aside for Elijah. At
the conclusion of Shabbat, Jews sing about Elijahinigdpe will come "speedily, in our
days...along with the Messiah, son of David, to redegmh

Elijah is a heroic figure in Jewish tradition. It is\who stands up to King Ahab, whose
Phoenician wife has introduced the worship of the idall Bdo the Jewish Kingdom.

Elijah curses Ahab, "As the Lord lives, the G-d of éraho | serve, there will be no
dew or rain except at my bidding" (I Kings 17:1). Afterwardd @&lls the prophet to hide
from the King in a brook known as Wadi Cherith. Meanwtlak Elijah warned, the
country suffers a serious drought.

After trying to track Elijah down for three years, Atmtop aide, Obadiah, finds the
prophet. Knowing that Elijah's curse had been fulfilledadh is hesitant to turn him
in, but he is also afraid of what the King would doafdoes not. Elijah makes the
decision easy by promising to go before Ahab that dayad#ees not out of fear of the
King, but because G-d has commanded him, "Go, appear bdiate then will | send
rain upon the earth” (18:1).

When Elijah meets Ahab he challenges the 450 priestaafiBiported by Jezebel to a
contest at Mt. Carmel to prove whose G-d is the true Ghe priests and Elijah slaughter
a bull as a sacrifice and call on G-d to consumehie friests try a variety of prayers,
dances and even self-mutilation, but nothing happens. Eigrhcalls on G-d to prove

his power and a great fire comes from the sky and bbhenbull. The Israelites who
witness the act declare, "The Lord, He [alone] is GAtlonai, hu ha-Elohiml Kings
18:39]), a commitment to monotheism recited today sewesstat the end of the Yom
Kippur service each year. Elijah then tells the peaplkaltthe priests, and they obey.

Despite his "victory," Elijah sees no change in thrglom and has to flee to the desert
to escape the wrath of Jezebel. G-d then comes &hEgain and reassures him that he
is not alone, that others have resisted the temptetiamrship idols. Elijah is told to go
to the mountain of Horeb where he witnesses a sefr@samples of G-d's power -- an
earthquake, powerful wind and fire -- before being inséaitd return to the city (19:12).

Given his career as a prophet, it should not be surprisatigttshould end in a
miraculous way. When Elijah returned from his sojourthandesert he ran across a
young man plowing a field named Elisha. He took Elisha uhewing to be his
successotr.

One day Elisha becomes aware that Elijah's time dh &anearly over. They are
walking together and, when they reach the Jordan Rilgah strikes the water with his
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cloak and the river parts to allow them to cross. Laberprophet asks Elisha what he
can do for him before he goes and Elisha asks for "a dpobl®n of your spirit."

Elijah replies that it is a difficult request, but {ibu see me as | am being taken from
you, this will be granted to you; if not, it will not" @210). Then a fiery chariot, drawn
by fiery horses, comes out of the sky and takes Ediyafy to the heavens. Elisha picks
up the cloak Elijah dropped and strikes it against the roarsing the waters again to
separate. Seeing this, Elijah's followers proclaim,jdkls spirit now rests on Elisha"
(2:15).

Aaron

Aaron was Moseé®lder brother. He was born in 2365, three years béfoses, before
the Pharaoh's edict requiring the death of male Hebnddren. He was the ancestor of
all koheins the founder of the priesthopahnd the first Kohein Gadol (High Priest).
Aaron and his descendants tended the altar and offereficegcAaron's role, unlike
Moses', was inherited; his sons continued the priesthoedraf (Num. 20:26).

Aaron served as Moses' spokesman. As discussed abosesMas not eloquent and
had a speech impediment, so Aaron spoke for him (Ex. 4:1@Eb8&frary to popular
belief, it was Aaron, not Moses, who cast down ta#f that became a snake before
Pharaoh (Ex. 7:10-12). It was Aaron, not Moses, who hatidhis staff to trigger the first
three plagues against Egypt (Ex. 7:19-20; Ex. 8:1-2 or 8:5-@:ER-13 or 8:16-17).
According to Jewish tradition, it was also Aaron wiewformed the signs for the elders
before they went to Pharaoh (Ex. 4:30).

Aaron's most notable personal quality is that he was @peker. His love of peace is
proverbial;_Rabbi Hillekaid, "Be disciples of Aaron, loving peace and pursuingepeac
loving people and drawing them near the Tdr&lzcording to tradition, when Aaron
heard that two people were arguing, he would go to eackewwf &md tell them how much
the other regretted his actions, until the two people dgretace each other as friends.

In fact, Aaron loved peace so much that he participat#oki incident of the Golden Calf
(Ex. 32), constructing the idol in order to prevent dissenamong the people. Aaron
intended to buy time until Moses returned from Mount&fhe was late, and the people
were worried), to discourage the people by asking them tougivkeir precious jewelry
in order to make the idol, and to teach them the efrtreir ways in time (Ex. 32:22).

Aaron, like Moses, died in the desert shortly befbeegeople entered the Promised Land
(Num. 20).

Miriam

Miriam was_Aarormand_Mose'solder sister. According to some sources, she wasiseve
years older than Moses, but other sources seem t@iadltat she was older than that.
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Some sources indicate that Miriam was Puah, onesafitiwives who rescued Hebrew
babies from Pharaoh's edict against them (Ex. 1:15-19).

Miriam was a prophetess her own right (Ex. 15:20), the first woman descritieat

way in scripture (although Sar#&halso considered to be a prophetess, that word is not
applied to her in scripture). According to tradition, sheppesied before Moses' birth
that her parents would give birth to the person who woutdyt@bout their people's
redemption.

Miriam waited among the bulrushes while Moses' ark walsarmriver, watching over him
to make sure he was all right (Ex. 2:4). When the Ritesalaughter drew Moses out of
the water, Miriam arranged for their mother, Yochewedjurse Moses and raise him
until he was weaned (Ex. 2:7-9).

Miriam led the women of Israel in a song and dancesteflration after the Pharaoh's
men were drowned in the sea (Ex. 15:20-21). She is sa@&tteelancestress of other
creative geniuses in Israel's history: Bezalel, the tcthof the mishkan (the portable
sanctuary used in the desert) (Ex. 31:1-3) and King David.

According to tradition, because of Miriam's righteousnaswell followed the people
through the desert throughout their wanderings, and tHatemeained with them until
the day of Miriam's death.

Like her brothers, Miriam was not perfect. She leddntether Aaron to speak against
Moses over a matter involving a Cushite woman he had g&Zipporah, or possibly a
second wife) (Num. 12:1). They also objected to his le&dgersoting that he had no
monopoly on Divine Communication (Num 12:2). For this,isfm was punished with
tzaaras (an affliction generally translated as lepr@s$ym. 12:10). However, Aaron pled
on her behalf, and she was cured (Num. 12:11).

Like her brothers, Miriam died in the desert beftre people reached the Promised Land
(Num. 20:1).
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FAMOUS AMERICAN JEWS
Haym Salomon (1740-1785)

In the early 1770s, at the time of the partition ofadlddl Haym Salomon left his family
and arrived in New York on the eve of the Revolutidis. command of German made
him welcome to the Hessian forces, which he servedsapalier of goods. When the
British suspected him of spying, Salomon was arrestedamfthed to prison for a time.

Salomon's command of several languages enabled him toaseavieroker to the French
officials in Philadelphia. In the diary of Robert Morr&uperintendent of Finance for the
new American government, Salomon's name appears frequetly period 1781-84.
Morris wrote: "This broker has been useful to the publerests ..." Salomon prospered
and was able to be financially helpful to a number of pulgires, such as Alexander
Hamilton and James Madison. In 1782, Madison acknowledge'tkithdness of our little
friend in Front Street, whose assistance will presergdrom extremities but | never
resort to it without great mortification as he obd@tarejects all recompense.”

When Haym Salomon died prematurely in January 1785, he heldd$85&rgely in
depreciated certificates of indebtedness and continantancy ... all virtually
worthless. The Pennsylvania Packet wrote "He was remarkabiies skill and integrity
in his profession and for his generous and humane deportment.

Francis Salvador (1747-1776)

When we think of Jewish heroes of the American ReimiyHaym Salomon, the
"financier" of the patriot cause or Isaac Franks,-gidlecamp to General George
Washington, are the first names that come to mind.lyRdoewe hear of South Carolina's
Francis Salvador, the first identified Jew to be elbtbean American colonial
legislature, the only Jew to serve in a revolutionaigmial congress and the first Jew to
die for the cause of American liberty.

Francis Salvador was born in London in 1747, the fourthrgana of Salvadors to live
in England. His great grandfather Joseph, a merchstableshed himself as a leader of
England's Sephardic community and became the fingsleadirector of the East India
Company. When George Il ascended the British thraveeph Salvador arranged an
audience for the seven-man delegation that offic@iygratulated the king on behalf of
the Jewish community.

Even before Francis Salvador’s birth, his family devedoipéerests in America.
Salvador's grandfather teamed with two other leadetteedfondon Jewish community
to raise funds to send some of London's destitute Jews teeth British colony in
Savannah, Georgia. The Georgia trustees subsequenttytedian Jewish immigration
to Georgia but not before grandfather Salvador and his tsaxiases had landed forty-
two Jewish settlers in Savannah in July, 1733. When thed&r of the colony, James
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Oglethorpe, intervened on behalf of the Jews, thégesdecided to let them stay. The
Salvador family then purchased personal land holdingsuthS@arolina.

As a young man, Francis Salvador was raised in luxurpimdan. He was well educated
by private tutors and traveled extensively. At age twdmymnarried his first cousin,
Sarah, and took his place in the family shipping firm. Thesating effects of a 1755
earthquake in Lisbon, where the family had extensivedsts, weakened the family
fortune. The failure of the East India Company complléteruin. By the early 1770's,
virtually the only thing left of the Salvador family’s inemse wealth was the large plot of
land they had purchased in the South Carolina colony.

In 1773, in an attempt to rebuild the family fortune, Fis&alvador moved to South
Carolina. Intending to send for his wife Sarah and ttaldren when he had prepared a
proper home for them, Salvador arrived in Charlestddeicember and established
himself as a planter on a seven thousand acre tracicugred from his uncle. Salvador
found himself drawn to the growing American movement agdnitish rule and
unhesitatingly threw himself into the patriot cause.niita year of his arrival, at the age
of 27, Salvador was elected to the General Assemi®path Carolina. He became the
first Jew to hold that high an elective office in theglish colonies. He would hold the
post until his sudden death.

In 1774, Francis Salvador was elected as a delegate to Gautlna’s revolutionary
Provincial Congress, which assembled in Charlestomnalg 1775. The Provincial
Congress framed a bill of rights and prepared an addréiss toyal governor of South
Carolina setting forth the colonists' grievances agaiesBritish crown. Salvador played
an important role in the South Carolina Provincial @ess, which appointed him to a
commission to negotiate with Tories living in the northend western parts of the
colony to secure their promise not to actively aidrth@l government.

When the second Provincial Congress assembled in NoveliiBgr Salvador urged that
body to instruct the South Carolina delegation in Phifdda to vote for American
independence. Salvador played a leading role in the Providoiress, chairing its
ways and means committee and serving on a select camraiithorized to issue bills of
credit to pay the militia. Salvador was also part spacial commission established to
preserve the peace in the interior parts of Southli@aravhere the English
Superintendent of Indian Affairs was busily negotiatiggties with the Cherokees to
induce the tribe to attack the colonists.

When the Cherokees attacked settlements along theefromtiJuly 1, 1776, massacring
and scalping colonial inhabitants, Salvador, in an actriso@nt of Paul Revere,
mounted his horse and galloped nearly thirty miles to digeatarm. He then returned to
join the militia in the front lines, defending the &&atients under siege. During a
Cherokee attack early in the morning of August first, Salvags shot. He fell into
some bushes, where he was subsequently discovered gretis&dlvador died forty-
five minutes later. Major Andrew Williamson, the maittcommander, reported of
Salvador that, "When | came up to him after dislodgimgaihemy and speaking to him,
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he asked whether | had beaten the enemy. I told him’“Messaid he was glad of it and
shook me by the hand and bade me farewell, and said hd dieuh a few minutes."

His friend Henry Laurens reported that Salvador’s death wniversally regretted,”
while William Henry Drayton, later Chief Justice adi8h Carolina, noted that Salvador
had "sacrificed his life in the service of his adopted ayuhbead at twenty-nine, never
again seeing his wife or children after leaving England/sialr was the first Jew to die
waging the American Revolution. Ironically, because ks fighting on the frontier, he
probably did not receive the news that the Continerwab@ess in Philadelphia had, as
he urged, adopted the Declaration of Independence.

Judah Touro (1775-1854)

According to Judah Touro's tombstone, he is inscribéthenBook of Philanthropy, to
be remembered forever.” No epitaph could be more deservingo® name is indelibly
associated with American Jewish philanthropy, a comiparait of which American
Jews can be proud.

Touro grew up in Newport, Rhode Island, the second stsaat Touro, who was
chazzarof Yesuat Israel, Newport's Sephardic synagogue. Thel®Re@nary War
destroyed Newport's prosperity, and Judah's childhood was niarkexerty. A Tory,
Judah's father remained with his family in Newport aftelBhesh captured the city.
The Touros became dependent on the charity of Biitiglps, who ultimately helped the
Touros relocate to Jamaica, West Indies, where Idigalcin 1783. His mother took
Judah and his siblings to Boston to live with her brotheis@ddichael Hays.

When Judah's mother died in 1787, Hays raised the Touro childeeiaught Judah and
his brother Abraham to observe Jewish traditions @pdesticed them in his
international commercial ventures. In 1801, Judah unexdgdédidfor New Orleans. No
one is certain why he left in such haste, but the gadghe time had it that his uncle
refused to allow him to marry his first cousin, CatheHiags. In any case, Touro never
married.

When the U.S. acquired New Orleans in 1803, its econommédoand Judah
established himself as a merchant, shipper and leademirslocal life. During the war
with England in 1812, Touro fought as a volunteer underdahetand of General
Andrew Jackson. In the great battle of Jan. 1, 1815,0Twas severely wounded and
near death, but over the next year a close frienceduFsuro back to health. The wound
appeared to have had psychological as well as physicaleflde previously social
Touro withdrew almost entirely from civic life andwibded himself to his businesses.

Despite his success, Judah always remembered his youthfulypané lived modestly.
He invested in real estate but never mortgaged his prap@tiemance other ventures.
Touro was reported to have said, “l have saved a folystrict economy, while others
had spent one by their liberal expenditures.”
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In his 50s and 60s, most of Judah's charity was directechtdawish causes. Most
significantly, he donated the final $10,000 needed to comipletBunker Hill

Monument in Boston, which for nearly 20 years had lsstged as an unfinished stump
for want of funding. He made a major gift to the pubbcary in his native Newport, and
in New Orleans he contributed to a number of Protestantthes and to the building of
the Catholic cathedral.

In his early 70s, his life was significantly influencedhy acquaintance with two
outstanding Jewish leaders. Touro developed a friendsHhipGetshom Kursheedt of
New Orleans and conducted a correspondence with Rabbillsaser of Philadelphia.
These men convinced Touro of the importance of being Jewisbre than words.
Touro helped found congregation Nefuzoth Yehuda in Newa@slewhich followed the
Sephardic rituals of his youth. He subsequently buiyiteagogue and began to attend
services regularly, provided the land and funds for itigioeis school, bought land for its
cemetery and annually made up for any deficits incurred. $éefalinded the city's
Jewish hospital, the Touro Infirmary.

In the last year of his life, Touro wrote a will whictt she standard of American Jewish
philanthropy. After modest bequests to family members aedds, Touro donated the
bulk of his fortune to strengthen Jewish life. He &if00,000 to the two leading Jewish
congregations and Jewish benevolent organizations in N&r3. Another $150,000
went to Jewish congregations and charitable institutiofs iother cities around the
United States. He directed that $60,000 be dispensed to netigeety and provide
freedom of worship to Jews in Palestine. He also Efubsts to non-Jewish institutions
such as Massachusetts General Hospital, which hisdorb#a helped found.

At his request, Touro was buried with his family in Newp@me of his legacies made it
possible to reopen and restore the long-abandoned Newpagague where his father
had served ashazzarand which now bears the family name. The Jewish Hopgdia
observes that, in his day, “No American Jew had ewangso much to so many agencies
and causes; nor had any non-Jew done so much in sueti ways.”

Uriah Phillips Levy (1792-1862

Born into a large, Jewish family from PhiladelphiajadrLevy ran away at age ten to
serve as a cabin boy on a trading ship. As promised, Lewynesl to Philadelphia for his
Bar Mitzvah. However, by age fourteen, Levy had retutoetie sea. By the time war
broke out between the United States and Great Brital812, Levy was an experienced
sailor. Levy reported for duty as a sailing master abtdaU.S.S. Argugn June 1813. In
August, the ship Levy was sailing on was captured and thewas sent to Dartmoor
Prison in England. Levy remained a prisoner at Dartmmosikteen months.

After witnessing flogging in the Navy firsthand, Levy jointadse who opposed corporal
punishment and in 1838, while commandingth8.S. Vandaliadeveloped his own
system of discipline, substituting mild reforms for amgd punishment. Because of his
refusal to inflict corporal punishment on a young seainanyas court-martialed and
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dismissed from the service, however President Tylertawned the decision. In 1857, the
Navy dismissed forty-nine officers, including Levy. Levy fbtighe decision through a
Court of Inquiry and was reinstated. After his reinsteet, he rose to command the
Mediterranean fleet and received the honorary ranloofi@odore.

Levy, an ardent admirer of Thomas Jefferson, purchasedid¢llo, the late President's
estate in 1836 and publicly announced that he intended to rdstqueoperty to its
original condition and open it for visitation. The hoasel grounds remained in the Levy
family until the estate was sold to the Thomas JedfieMMemorial Foundation in 1923.

Commodore Levy died on March 22, 1862. However, he left behamty legacies. A
statue of Thomas Jefferson commissioned by Levy, staddy in the rotunda of the
U.S. Capitol. In 1959, the Navy's oldest Jewish Chapetddda Norfolk, Virginia, was
renamed the Commodore Levy Chapel in honor of Levy'scdédn to his religion and
his country.

Emma Lazarus (1849-1887)

"Give me your tired, your poor, Your huddled masses yearningetihe free,”
proclaims the "Mother of Exiles" in Emma Lazarus's sbtifike New Colossus." Her
best-known contribution to mainstream American litertmd culture, the poem has
contributed to the belief that America means opportunityfeeedom for Jews, as well
as for other "huddled masses." Through this celebratitimecfother,” Lazarus conveyed
her deepest loyalty to the best of both America andisinda

Born on July 22, 1849, Lazarus was the fourth of Estheth@q and Moses Lazarus's
seven children. She grew up in New York and Newport, Rhelded, and was educated
by private tutors with whom she studied mythology, music, #gaa poetry, European
literature, German, French, and Italian. Her fathdm was a successful sugar merchant,
supported her writing financially as well as emotiondlyl1866, when Emma was only
seventeen, Moses h&bems and Translations: Written Between the Ages of Fourteen
and Sixteemprinted "for private circulation." Daughter Emma dedidét®e volume "To

My Father."

Lazarus's most productive period was the early 1880s. In@utitinumerous magazine
poems, essays, and letters, she published a highly respetiiet\of translations,
Poems and Ballads of Heinrich Heine,1881, andsongs of a Semite: The Dance to
Death and Other Poemm 1882. This was also the period in which Lazarus most
obviously spoke out as self-identified Jew and Americatemwsimultaneously.

Until this period, Lazarus's "interest and sympathies Vessed to [her] race,” but, as she
explained in 1877, "my religious convictions ... and the cistances of my life have led
me somewhat apart from my people." Although her fanhtdlybelong to the Sephardic
Shearith Israel synagogue in New York, and she did Writéhe Jewish Synagogue in
Newport" when she was young, it appears that learningedRtissian pogroms in the
early 1880s kindled Lazarus's commitment to Judaism. Haisge in attitude is evident
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in her writing, as well as in her work with the Hebremigrant Aid Society-meeting
Eastern European immigrants on Wards Island-and inffegtseto help establish the
Hebrew Technical Institute and agricultural communitieHastern European Jews in
the United States.

At the same time that Lazarus was writing more seifsciously as a Jew, she was also
writing as an American. Her 1881 essay "American Liteedt(Critic) defended
American literature against the charge that Americanioaliterary tradition and that
America's poets had left no mark. "American Literatuva$ followed by "Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow'{American Hebrewand the eulogy "Emerson's Personality,"
both published in 1882. The latter appeared irGéetury,three months after "Was the
Earl of Beaconsfield a Representative Jew?" and twatlsaafter "Russian Christianity
vs. Modern Judaism." Lazarus also published the poem "ToBER:Wi.1884(Critic).

Lazarus wrote "The New Colossus" in 1883 "for the occasiban auction to raise
money for the Statue of Liberty's pedestal. The poenswmated out and printed in the
Catalogue of the Pedestal Fund Art Loan Exhibition at the National Acadebgsan
because event organizers hoped it would "awaken to newsggm” those working on
behalf of the pedestal.

Lazarus traveled to Europe twice, the first time in 18&&alrus's second trip to Europe
was a longer one, lasting from May 1885 until September 18&4arding to her sister
Josephine Lazarus's biographical sketch, Emma "decided torgadeagain as the best
means of regaining composure and strength" after Mosesusadid in March 1885.
This journey included visits to England, France, Holland, ltally. Lazarus returned to
New York very ill, probably with cancer. She died twonths later, on November 19,
1887.

Lazarus dedicated her life to her work. Yet shelsatl to contend with American and
Jewish middle-class prescriptions for womanly behavibese gender expectations
included limitations on a woman artist's expressionElchbes"” (probably written in
1880) Lazarus spoke self-consciously about women as postsibileg the boundaries
drawn around a woman poet who cannot share with merothman literary subjects of
the "dangers, wounds, and triumphs" of war and must treréfansform her own "elf
music" and "echoes" into song. Successful at thatfacimsformation, Lazarus found
some space in the American literary world.

More than any other Jewish woman of the nineteenttuogriLazarus identified herself
and was recognized by readers and critics as an Ameridn. \$he was also an
increasingly outspoken Jew, and she was a woman. Lazarus\g benefited from the
complexities of her identity. She would not have beeaftective on behalf of Jews if
she had not believed deeply in America's freedoms, ancbsiie not have been as
passionate a writer if she had not uncovered her own ngfahresponse to Judaism.
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Jacob Henry Schiff (1847-1920)

Jacob Henry Schiff was an important participant in atyiaccelerating the rapid
industrialization of the United States economy during dbe 19th and early 20th
century. Through his firm, Kuhn, Loeb and Company, he Wwésta help finance the
development and growth of such corporations as Westinglitlestic, U.S. Rubber,
Armour, and American Telephone and Telegraph.

He also served as a director and advisor of numerousaimse companies, banks and
other corporations. Schiff was a prime mover in helpmgansolidate and expand the
American railroad networks,

Schiff was prominent in floating loans for the U.S. goweent and for foreign nations.
He took great delight in floating a spectacular bond is$@®0 million dollars for Japan
to help them in their war with Czarist Russia, 1904-1905. Safaiff angered and
infuriated with the anti-Semitic pogroms and policieshef czar. Helping Japan fight
Russia was one of his methods of striking back at amhit{sen.

Jacob Henry Schiff was born on January 10, 1847, in Franlaior-Main, Germany. The
son of Moses and Clara (Niederhofheim) Schiff, he avdescendant of a distinguished
rabbinical family that could trace its lineage back to 1370redeived a secular and
religious education at the Israelitische Religionsdedaaft (a local school).

At age 18, Schiff emigrated to the United States and beaasitizen. He went to work
in a brokerage firm in New York and he later becamermeain Budae, Schiff and
Company. He met and fell in love with Theresa Loebddneghter of Solomon Loeb,
head of the banking firm, Kuhn, Loeb and Company. Thegwerried on May 6, 1875,
and he entered her father's firm.

In 1885, he was named head of the firm because of his imatuwlities. Schiff was a
strong advocate for the gold standard and he opposed theRBikahase Act of 1890.
Despite his success in the financial world, he alwalyfiéehad a special obligation to
the Jewish People. He fulfilled this commitment throbghphilanthropies.

Schiff was a Reform Jew, but he still retained manghefOrthodox habits of his youth.
He was especially active in the establishment and dewveat of the Jewish Theological
Seminary and the Hebrew Union College. He was a largeilootor to the relief
programs for the Jewish victims of the Russian CaatsSemitic programs.

There was hardly a Jewish organization which was motebipient of his contributions.
His interest and love for Jewish literature found himtdbuting generously to the
Jewish Publication Society. He funded a program for aleglish translation of the
Bible. He helped to establish the Jewish Division inNlegv York Public Library.

Schiff was always concerned about humanity and sicknessohtributed heavily to
Montefiore Hospital in New York where he served asplent for 35 years. During
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those years, he visited the hospital weekly. He dauted generously to many Jewish
and non-Jewish organizations, including the Semitic Musatuidarvard University; he
gave one million dollars to Barnard College; contributethe American Red Cross,
Tuskegee Institute, the Henry Street Settlement, etc.

He was one of the founders of the American Jewishr@ittee and was active in the
Jewish Welfare Board.

Jacob Henry Schiff died on September 25, 1920, in his belowedyiek City.
Louis D. Brandeis (1856-1941)

Louis Brandeis was born in Louisville, Kentucky in 1856 faraily tolerant of Jewish

and Christian rituals. In later life Brandeis mightldast described as a secular humanist.
Although he completed his secondary education in Germamgtinged to the United
States where he studied law at Harvard. After setthiri§oiston, Brandeis became a
successful lawyer spending a good deal of his time pursuing watbea political bent. In
particular, he enjoyed representing small companies agaargtcorporations, and

aiding the cause of the minimum wage against companies&gppmshis principle. In
1912, he supported Woodrow Wilson's nomination for Presidencynak®il b, was
appointed a Supreme Court judge, the first dger to be appointed to this position.

Brandeis showed little interest in Jewish affairsluhg turn of the century when a
combination of his professional work and a changing palittmate brought about an
alteration. He was introduced to Zionidiy Jacob de Haas, an English Zionist, and later
still by Aaron Aaronsohrthe Palestinian botanist and founder of.Nili

Brandeis became active in Zionist affairs during the Fifstld War, when he accepted
the role of Chairperson of the Provisional Executiven@uttee for General Zionist
Affairs. Brandeis had a major impact on the Americaanbh of the Zionist movement,
drawing to it a number of sympathizers, improving itgamization and its finance.

Whilst he resigned his official position on joining the Sarpe Court, he nonetheless
worked behind the scenes to influence President WoodrdsolVio support the Zionist
cause. After the war, Brandeis headed a delegation ofigameZionists to London
where at a conference differences emerged betweemGMaizmanrand himself.
These arguments over the role of the organizationtanquuirsuit of political activities
caused a rift between the two leaders with Weizmannrgathe upper hand. Brandeis
withdrew from Zionist activity although he continued to taleet in Eretz Israel
economic affairs. Brandeis did intervene from timéree in political matters for
example he appealed to Roosevelt to oppose the Britistiggascheme of 1937 calling
instead for the whole area of Eretz Israel to becadewish National Home.

Brandeis represented a rather different genre of Ziqrosi born out of the American
context that affirmed Zionism as part of American ethdentity. It was Brandeis who
coined the term that "to be a good American meantldloat Jews should be Zionists."

V.3 January 13, 2009 34



Aleph Emblem

Albert Einstein (1879-1955)

One of the greatest physicists of all time, Nobeldinimner and discoverer of the
special and general theory of relativity, Albert Einsteas born on March 14, 1879, in
Ulm, Wurttemberg, of Jewish parents.

He spent his early years in Munich where his fatheuget small electrochemical
business. As a boy he was fascinated by algebra and gepthetrgh he detested the
barracks discipline of German schools. In 1896, he ehteeeSwiss Federal Polytechnic
School in Zurich, graduating in 1900 and receiving his doctdmate Zurich in 1905.
Unable to get an academic position, he took a post wetpakent office in Bern while
continuing to pursue his concern with the fundamental problof physics.

In 1905, he published four brilliant papers in the Annalen tgsiR which were to
transform twentieth-century scientific thought. Heabsshed the special theory of
relativity, predicted the equivalence of mass (m) amagn(e) according to the equation
e = mc2 where (c) represents the velocity of light; heated the theory of Brownian
motion and founded the photon theory of light (photoateeffect) for which he

received the Nobel Prize in 1921.

Einstein joined the German University of Prague in 1910 agwl ith 1913, through Max
Planck received a Professorship at the Prussian Acade8uienfce in Berlin

In 1916, Einstein published H3ie Grundlagen der allgemeinen Relativitatstheorie
(Relativity, the Special and the General Theory: A Paplkposition, 1920), which
profoundly modified the simple concepts of space and éimehich Newtonian
mechanics had been based. His prediction of the deflectilight by the gravitational
field of the sun was borne out by a British team dadrdists at the time of the solar
eclipse in 1919, making Einstein a household name.

Throughout the Weimar years he was lionized, espeahliyad, though in Germampt
only his work but also his pacifist politics aroused viol@mimosity in extreme right-
wing circles. Anti-Semites sought to brand his theomeétivity as 'un-German' and
during the Third Reich they partially achieved their objegtwhen Einstein's name
could no longer be mentioned in lectures or scholarly gagassugh his relativity theory
was still taught.

During the 1920s Einstein traveled widely in Europe, Ameaiwé Asia and identified
himself with various public causes such as pacifism, Zignihe League of Nations and
European unity. When Hitletame to power in January 19Enstein was in California
and he never returned to Germany, being almost immedagehyved of his posts in
Berlin and his membership of the Prussian Academy of &esen

His property was seized and a price put on his head by alzatii¢s. His books were
among those burnqaublicly on May 10, 1933, as manifestations of the 'un-Germa
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spirit'. As an outspoken opponent of National Soaialss name became synonymous
with treason in the Third Reich.

Einstein emigrated to the United States where he bec&r&essor at the Institute of
Advanced Studies (Princeton) and an American citizei®40. Alarmed at the prospect
that Hitler's Germany might acquire an atomic bomeérafo German physicists had
discovered the fission of uranium, Einstein signedtarléo President Roosevelt in
August 1939, which sparked off the Manhattan project. It wasobthe great ironies of
his career that the pacifist Einstein, through this acgbould have helped initiate the era
of nuclear weapons to whose use he was completely athpose

A lifelong opponent of nationalism, Einstein regardedTfthed Reich as a catastrophe
for civilization.

Active in Jewish causes he was offered_the Presidefthe State of Isragbut declined,
“being deeply touched by the offer but not suited for thetiposi

His simplicity, benevolence and good humor as welliascientific genius gave Einstein
a unigue fame and prestige among physicists, even thoughhafteid-1920s he
diverged from the main trends in the field, especiablildng the probabilistic
interpretation of the universe associated with quantuoryhe

The best-known refugee from Nazism and one of its eaimant critics, Einstein died
in Princeton on April 18, 1955.

Henrietta Szold (1860-1945)

Had Henrietta Szold been born in 1960 instead of 1860, shebtyatauld have become
a rabbi. One of eight daughters of a Baltimore rabbi,d5&ak a passionate and
accomplished student of Judaism. She even won permissgiady Jewish texts at the
then male-only Jewish Theological Seminary, on canlithat she never agitate to be
granted rabbinic ordination. Later, she translated ktdirraetz's monumental
multivolumeHistory of the Jewfrom German into English

Szold was, in certain respects, a forerunner of Jewashen's liberation. When her
mother died in 1916, a close male friend, Haym Peretanteered to say the Mourner's
Kaddish for the dead woman. Szold graciously refused fae of believe," she wrote
him, "that the elimination of women from such dutieswaver intended by our law and
custom-women were freed from positive duties when thejdaoot perform them
[because of family responsibilities] but not whemnytbeuld. It was never intended that, if
they could perform them, their performance of thenukhaot be considered as valuable
and valid as when one of the male sex performed them."

Szold's outstanding contribution to Jewish life wasdteation of the largest Jewish

organization in American history, Hadassah Women. AlgfnoZionist, Hadassah
particularly involved itself in meeting the health neetlboth Jews and Arabs in
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Palestine. Today, the foremost hospital in Israel hacntire Middle East is the
Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem. Szold insisted thandisé up-to-date medical
treatment be extended to the Arabs of Palestine dssved the Jews, and Hadassah
played a major role in lowering Arab infant mortalitjhe Hadassah spirit of
volunteerism and nondiscrimination was unfortunatglyated by the Arab leadership,
which may have feared that its example would lesseedatween Jews and Arabs. In
early 1948, just before the State of Israel was decl@dmedh, troops ambushed and
murdered seventy-seven Jewish doctors and nurses frorsdddddospital.

During the 1930s, Szold involved Hadassah in a program to r@saugh youth from
Germany, and later from all of Europe. It is estimated the program she created,
"Youth Aliyah," saved some 22,000 Jewish children frometglconcentration camps.

The personal tragedy of Szold's life was that she nmeeeried; this woman, whose life
was devoted to saving the lives of children, never had chitafrbar own. While in her
forties, she did fall passionately in love with theagrTalmud scholar Louis Ginzberg.
He was fifteen years her junior, and returned herrfgelonly platonically. Shortly after
their relationship ended, she wrote: "Today it is four \gemkce my only real happiness
was killed." Many years later, she confided to a friehavduld exchange everything for
one child of my own."

To this day Henrietta Szold is regarded as one of the geheroic figures of American-
Jewish history, a scholarly woman, a passionately atteuinJew and a person who
saved many thousands of lives.

The organization she founded, Hadassah, has as of 19903800200 members, and is
the largest Jewish organization in the United States.

Rebecca Gratz (1781-1869)

Rebecca Gratz was a devout Jew who dedicated heo tife tservice of the less
fortunate in America. She was born in Philadelphiz781 into a wealthy and highly
esteemed family that supported the American Revolutiora ymsung lady, she was one
of the most beautiful and gracious women of her tine dttributes didn't deter her from
devoting her life to needy and charitable causes.

When she was 20, she organized the Female Associatitdref&®elief of Women and
Children of Reduced Circumstances in Philadelphia. Shedsasvés first secretary and
was a motivating force in its administration andarsing much needed funds. Gratz was
also one of the founders of the nonsectarian Philagerphan Asylum, chartered in
1815 and served as its secretary for more than 40 years.

Sensing that there was a further need to service thg aeedhe unfortunate in the
Jewish community, she organized and founded the Femalewi@@nevolent Society in
1819. She created the Jewish Foster Home and Orphan Asyll865 and led in the
establishment of the Fuel Society and the Sewing Societ
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While she was involved with these charitable organizatiehe also managed to raise the
nine children of her sister, Rachel, who died in 1823.

Rebecca Gratz was always concerned about the religahwsation of Jewish children. In
1818, she conducted a religious school for 11 Jewish chiidrieer home with the help
of an itinerant young rabbinical scholar from Richmond.ddninately, the school didn't
last long.

Using the Christian Sunday school as a model, sheagaoh. In 1818, she organized a
counterpart. Under the sponsorship of the Female Hebem@\Blent Society, the
Hebrew Sunday School Society of Philadelphia was ateatéMarch 4, her birthday,
with about 60 students. She served as its presidentl86dl. The school was opened to
children from all parts of the Philadelphia Jewish comityuvithout a fee.

Many Americans called Rebecca Gratz "the foremost faerJewess of her day." Her
fame was widespread as many people believed that shéevasototype for Sir Walter
Scotts's Rebecca, a Jew, in his nok&nhoe

Rebecca Gratz, in her time, was one of the most mebiteen in the world, who can be
compared in modern times, for her work, devotion, and dealicto the needy, to a
Mother Teresa of the Catholic faith. She died in 1868@atge of 88 and was buried in
the Mikveh Israel Cemetery in Philadelphia.
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THE SYNAGOGUE
Ark

Probably the most important feature of the sanctuaheigArk The name "Ark" is an
acrostic of the Hebrew wordson Kodeshwhich means "holy cabinet.” The word has
no relation to Noah's Ark, which is the word "teyvat'Habrew. The Ark is a cabinet or
recession in the wall, which holds the Torah scrdllee Ark is generally placed in the
front of the room; that is, on the side towards Jeeumsal he Ark has doors as well as an
inner curtain called a parokhet. This curtain is in inotaof the curtain in the Sanctuary
in The Temple, and is named for it.

Ner Tamid

In front of and slightly above the Ark, you will findemer tamigdthe Eternal Lamp. This
lamp symbolizes the commandment to keep a light burnirttei &abernacle outside of
the curtain surrounding the Ark of the Covenant. (Ex. 22P0

An Eternal Light (Ner Tamid) hangs above the arkverg synagogudt is often
associated with the menorahe seven-branched lamp stand which stood in frottteof
Templein Jerusalemit is also associated with the continuously-burningnseealtar
which stood in front of the ark (see First Kings, chapjeOéir sages interpreted the Ner
Tamid as a symbol of G-d's eternal and imminent Presare@ communities and in our
lives.

Where once the Ner Tamid was an oil lamp, as wamtmrahwhich stood outside the
Templein Jerusalemtoday most are fueled by either gas or electric ligitd There is
at least one Ner Tamid, located at the Adat Shalonof&tuctionist Congregation in
Bethesda, Md., perpetually lit via a photovoltaic power s@(solar). The Etermal
Lights are never extinguished or turned off.
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THE JEWISH HOME

Mezuzah

On the doorposts of traditional Jewish homes, youfinidl a small case. This case is
commonly known as a mezuzah (Heb.: doorpost), becaissgléced upon the doorposts
of the house. The mezuzah is not, as some suppose, &ugkatharm, rather, it is a
constant reminder of G'slpresence and G-d's mitzvot

The mitzvah to place mezuzot on the doorposts of our Basiserived from Deut. 6:4-9,
a passage commonly known as the Shé#ear, from the first word of the passage). In
that passage, G-d commands us to keep His words copstantir minds and in our
hearts, by (among other things) writing them on the doospdstur house. The words of
the Shema are written on a tiny scroll of parchmeatgith the words of a companion
passage, Deut. 11:13-21. On the back of the scroll, a na@wl @ written. The scroll is
then rolled up and placed in the case, so that thddttst of the Name (the letter Shis
visible (or, more commonly, the letter Shin is writtamthe outside of the case).

The scroll must be handwritten in a special style kting and must be placed in the case
to fulfill the mitzvah. It is commonplace for gift sh®to sell cases without scrolls, or
with mechanically printed scrolls, because a properlsarsts more than even an
elaborately decorated case ($30-$50 for a valid scrolliie ggasonable). According to
traditional authorities, mechanically printed scrollsndd fulfill the mitzvah of the
mezuzah, nor does an empty case.

The case and scroll are then nailed or affixed to gie side doorpost on an angle, with
a small ceremony called Chanukkat Ha-Bayit (dedicatidhehouse - yes, this is the
same word as Chanukahe holiday celebrating the rededication of the Tenaffter the
Maccabean revolt against Greece). A brief blesmngcited.

Why is the mezuzah affixed at an angle? The ratiidd not decide whether it should be
placed horizontally or vertically, so they comprordise

Every time you pass through a door with a mezuzah goutfouch the mezuzah and
then kiss the fingers that touched it, expressing love espkct for G-d and his mitzvot
and reminding yourself of the mitzvot contained within them

It is proper to remove a mezuzah when you move, andinifas usually recommended.

If you leave it in place, the subsequent owner may ir@ath disrespect, and this is a
grave sin.
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THE LAND OF ISRAEL
Jerusalem

Jerusalem (Hebreve'? 17 ) is the_capitalind largest city of Isra@ both population
and area, with 732,100 residents in an area of 125.1 squaretals(d9 sq m).

Located in the Judean Mountait&tween the Mediterranean Seal the northern tip of
the Dead Sedhe city has a history that goes back as far agttheillennium BCE
making it one of the oldest cities in the world. Jerisahas been the holiest city in
Judaismand the spiritual center of the Jewish pewatee the 10th century BCEhe
city contains a number of significant ancient Chaissites and is considered the third-
holiestcity in Islam

The walled area of Jerusalem, which constituted theeesity until the 1860s, is now
called the Old CityThe Old City has been traditionally divided into four qeis,
although the names used today—the Armenihristian Jewish and_Muslim
Quarters—were only introduced in the early 19th centDgspite having an area of only
0.9 square kilometer (0.35 square mile), the Old City is himnseveral sites of key
religious importance: the Temple Mouantd its Western Watbr Jews the_Church of the
Holy Sepulchrdor Christians and the Dome of the Roed_al-Agsa Mosquier

Muslims

Modern Jerusalem has grown up around the Old City, wittivis and cultural hub
extending westward toward Israel's urban center in GushThee_Arabpopulation
resides in clusters in the North, East and South.

Tel Aviv

Tel Aviv-Yafo (Hebrew 2°2x-%-n-197) more commonly Tel Aviv, is the second most
populous city in Israehkfter Jerusalenwith a population of 384,600. Tel Aviv is located
on Israel's Mediterranean coastlioer an area covering 51.8 km. It is the main city of
the largest and most populous metropolitan ardsrael, Gush DafDan Bloc), whose
population numbers 3.15 million as of 2007

The City of Tel Aviv was originally founded in 1909 by Jewistmigrants as an
alternative to expensive housing in the neighbouring hisparitcity of Haifa Tel
Aviv's extensive growth eventually overtook its Analajority neighbour, and the two
towns were united into the municipality of Tel Aviv-Yafo 1950, two years after the
establishment of the State of Israel

Tel Aviv is today considered the center of Israel's dlglmiented economy, and is the
anchor of the area popularly known as "Silicon Waldliis also considered Israel's
cultural capital due to its vibrant, modern, cosmopoldharacter.
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Negev

The Negev (Hebrewny)) is the_desentegion of southern Israalthich makes up the
majority of Israel's official Southern Districthe origin of the wordNegevis from the
Hebrewroot denoting 'dry". In the Bible the wakgevis also used for the direction
'south’.

Haifa

Haifa (Hebrew o' Hefa) is the largest city in Northern Isragahd the third-largest city
in the country, after Jerusaleand_Tel Aviy with a population of about 267,800he
city is a_seapottocated on Israel's Mediterraneewmastline in the Bay of Haifabout 90
km north of Tel Aviy and is one of the country's major industrial centers.

Haifa is built on the slopes of the historic Mount i@al Known in the 3rd centur€E as
a dye making center, the city is today home to a mixgdilption of Jews and Arabs, as
well as to the Bah&'i World Centrand two world-class academic institutions, the
University of Haifaand the Technion - Israel Institute of Technolddigh tech
companies such as IntéBM, Microsoft Motorola and_Googlédave opened R&D
facilities in Haifa in recent years.

Kotel (Western Wall)

The Western Wall (Hebrewmon? nny2s, translit: HaKotel HaMa'aravj, or simply The
Kotel (Yiddishpronunciation: Kosel), is a Jewish religious sitealed in the Old City of
JerusalemThe wall itself dates from the Second Tendeiod, (516 BCE 70CE). It is
sometimes referred to as the Wailing Wall (Araldidabka), referring to Jews who
come to the site to mourn the destruction of the Holyfglem

Masada

Masada (a romanisatiaf the_ Hebrewnx1, Metzada from»x17i1, metzuda“fortress”) is
the name for a site of ancient palaees fortificationsn the_South Districof Israelon

top of an isolated rock plateaor large mesaon the eastern edge of the Judean Desert
overlooking the Dead Sel&lasada became famous after the First Jewish-Ronaan W
(also known as the Great Jewish Revolt) when a siegee fortress by troops of the
Roman Empirded to a mass suicid# the site's JewisSicarii fugitives when defeat
became imminent. Today, Masada is a very popular talesination.

Beersheba
Beersheba (Hebrewa @ 2&-2, Be'er Sheva) is the largest ditythe Negewesert of

Israel It is often referred to as the "Capital of the Negav 2005, when the population
reached 185,000, it became the sixth largest city in Israel.

V.3 January 13, 2009 42



Aleph Emblem

Beersheba is the administrative centre for thelsoatregion of Israel and home_of Ben-
Gurion University of the Negeboroka Medical Centeand the Israel Sinfonietta
Beersheba.

Beersheba has grown considerably since the founding sfdatein 1948A large

portion of the population is made up_of Jemiso immigrated to Isradtom Arab
countries after 1948, and newcomers from Ethiopia and theefdSoviet Union
Beersheba is surrounded by a number of satellite towasnainly Jewish Omer
Lehavimand_Metarand several Bedoutowns, the largest of which are Rahib¢l Sheva
and_Lakiya

Galilee

The Galilee (Hebrewnx>> ha-Galil), meaning "circuit”, is a large region overlapping
with much of the North Districdf Israel It is traditionally divided into three regions:
Safed the Galilee's "Capital”, with the Sea of Galjlaso known as Lake Kinneret, and
the hilly landscape of the area

The Galilee includes more than one-third of present-daglidraditionally defined as
extending from Biblical Dan the north, at the base_of Mount Hermalong Mount
Lebanonto the ridges of Mount Carmeahd_Mount Gilboan the south, and from the
Jordan Valleyon the east across the plains of the Jezreel VatidyAkkoto the shores
of the_Mediterraneaan the west.

O The Western Galilee, also called the "Northern Gdddain", stretches from
north of Haifaup to_Rosh HaNikran the Israel-Lebanon border

O The Lower Galilee reaches from Mount Carmet_Mount Gilboan the south to
the Beit HaKerem Valleyn the north. Its eastern border is the Jordan River

Q The Upper Galilee extends from the Beit HaKerem Vatlesthwards into
southern Lebanorits eastern border is the Sea of Galded the mountains of
the Golan HeightsThe "Finger of the Galilee" (Hebrewsay n3>°%, Etzba
HaGalil) is a_panhandlalong the Hulah Valle\it contains the towns Metulla
and_Qiryat Shemonand the rivers of Daand Banias

Most of the Galilee consists of rocky terrain, aigiits of about 500-700 meters. There
are several high mountains such as Mount TabdrMount MeronThe relatively low
temperatures and the large amounts of rainfall everyrgade the Galilee a center of
flora and_wildlife, and many birds annually migrate from colder climes ticAfand
back through the Hulah-Jordan corridor. The streams ateffaits, the latter mainly in
the Upper Galilee, along with vast fields of greeneiy emlorful wildflowers make it a
popular tourist attraction in Israel
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Israeli Flag

The history of the flag of Israel has its genesiheZionist movement. The Zionist
movement's goal was to seek the re-establishment aha loEretz - Israel for the Jews.

Israel was part of the British Mandate. On Novemberl24y7, the British Mandate was
officially portioned by the United Nations into Arab alelvish states. The Declaration
of the Establishment of the State of Israel took placthe 14th May 1948 at the Tel
Aviv Museum.

On the 28th of October 1948, the Flag of the state oélisras proclaimed. Briefly, it
consisted of a white background with two dark sky blue stopesthe whole length of
the flag. In the middle of the white background was theaftDavid -- a symbol long
associated with Jewish people.
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Notes
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