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15 11 Boy Scouts chaplaon 

Rabbi R9dvnieI Tobesman, a PtkesWIe resident and chain'ncIn of !he Jewjsh earn.­
rMtee on ~ has I:/Uc!!rllhe Bey ScouI c:redo, "Be Prepared;' to heart. The 
scout chaplain recently completed ~en5ive training through the Federal 
Emergency ManagcmentAgeocy,-the Deparlrnent of Homeland SecuriIt: the 
National Incident Management System and the National Disaster Interfaith 
Network to re<:eive hIs certtfication in disaster spiritual care, field operatiofls 
and disaster menial health. 

Rabbi Tobesrnan, who's been Involved with the Boy Scoots 01 America lor 

a decad. has frequently biu:1'I called on 10 help OIJI spimual1ywhel'l tragC<iy has 
struck In !XlO7, he spoke with youngsters after a lightning strike injured 14 
scouts, Two years later, following the death of a l+ye8J-old boy during a 
mountain hike, he coun$eled scoots. 

So how ~ being • Jewish dlapIain differ from oon-Jewish ones? 'It's 
surprising,' &ays Rabbi T~ who also serves as the head d\apIain a1 
Broad Creek Memorial Scout Reservationii'! Harford Counly. 'J bring a differ­

ent perspective. JudaiSm has an emphas.iS on 1he pt'eseNatioo ot life af'ld 
comforling tho=e in need I!'! part of our tradition and is codified in Jewish law. 
With o1hCf faiths, they lake a much different view, putting things in the han<:!s 
of God. We believe in a p!"oa~ po"ocess.' 

- Rochelle Eisenberg 


