Philmont Jewish Scouting Course moves to the baokcy for a day.
By David I. Karp

Participants in the National Jewish Committee oouing’s week long advanced training
course, “Scouting Serves the Jewish Community”theftPhilmont Training Center on
Thursday, June 25, 2009, for the backcountry.

Having had two days of lively discussion and vigeralebate in the conference center
comparing notes regarding the many facets of JeSshuting at the national, council and
unit levels, it was time to get outdoors.

Accordingly, the group departed for a day at Cimacito Camp via the back roads of the
Philmont Scout Ranch for a hands-on experiencesmér camping led by Rabbi Rachmiel
Tobesman, Philmont’'s Jewish Chaplain.

With “Rabbi Rock” at the wheel, participants DaG&amerman, Stephen Mintz and Rebecca
Trapp, from Baltimore Area Council in Maryland, Dav.ewis from Cradle of Liberty
Council in Pennsylvania, and course director Davi¢arp from Western Los Angeles
County Council in California, bounced along the gramic, exciting and sometimes scary
dirt roads to reach their destination.

Finally, the party arrived at Cimarroncito Campésvish Chapel which serves Jewish Scouts
and Scouters who pass through the camp locatedele®gation of approximately 8,400 feet.

At the Chapel, observant trekkers will find matksjigtored in the rafters for them, to
construct areruv or boundary for their use over Shabbat. This paas of the reason for the
trip.

At the Cimarroncito Chapel, course participantsried about and constructedenv for
Shabbat camping. Rabbi Rock noted that obsereavisii Scouts and Scouters do take treks
and can plan to spend Shabbat at Cimarroncit@if #re aware of the accommodations at
the camp for them including tleeuv.

The group also saw samples of, and discussed, ktoaiidood, prepared a hypothetical
council JCOS annual calendar, and in the main.yedjthe magnificence of the high
country, the trees, the trails, and the vistas.

Coincidentally, while at the Jewish Chapel, a Cheyp$ Aide and Scout Leader camping
nearby requested an impromptu religious servidharfield from our Rabbi, who of course
accommodated the request. This was in additidnstteadership of daily services at the
Jewish Chapel at Camping Headquarters.

The annual course of the National Jewish Commdte8couting is vital to the overall
success of a council’s Jewish Scouting communitfe training enhances the ability of a
council to promote Scouting among Jewish youtieip Jewish institutions to provide
Scouting opportunities for their youth, and to podenJewish values in Scouting through
Jewish programming and via opportunities to ealigioels emblems. In addition, the
participants have the additional resource of thrdsleChaplain at Philmont, supported by
the National Jewish Committee on Scouting, to enbdhe experience.



