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NER JCOS Chairman’s Message 
By Barry Hantman 

Welcome to the late summer 2025 edition of the 

NER JCOS Newsletter. I hope you all had an 

enjoyable summer. I know that I had a lot of fun 

visiting various Scout Camps and vacationing in 

Greece, Bulgaria (where I saw the beautiful 

synagogue in Sofia) and North Macedonia. 

As the Scouts head back to school, I’m excited to 

tell you about all of the activities available for 

Jewish Scouts in the coming year, many 

highlighted in this newsletter. These include the 

Annual Jewish Scout Conclave, Kosher Klondike, 

the Scouts Read Sacred Texts event, the 

Northeast Region Kinus, the National Jewish 

Committee on Scouting (NJCOS) Philmont Trek, 

the National Jamboree (with a Shomer-Shabbat 

contingent), the NJCOS 100th Anniversary Jewish 

Camporee, Kosher Summer Camp, and the fall 

Kit-Kat (Kids in Tents-Kosher Advancement 

Training) weekend. For leaders, there’s the 

Northeast Region JCOS Annual Conference and 

Kosher, Shabbat observant Wood Bage courses. I 

encourage you to avail yourself of all that is being 

offered. 2026 is the 100th Anniversary of the 

Jewish Committee on Scouting and it is clear that 

Jewish Scouting remains strong and vibrant. 

Personally, I’m planning to attend many of the 

2026 activities (but the Philmont Trek is beyond 

my abilities at this point in life). 

In closing, I’d like to wish all of you a Happy New 

Year. May this be a year of peace and joy for you, 

your family, your Scouts, and the Jewish people. 

2026 Northeast Region Annual 

Conference 

Mark your Calendars! The 2026 Northeast 

Region Jewish Committee on Scouting Annual 

Conference will be held on March 15th, 2026 at 

Ten Mile River Scout Camp in Narrowsburg, NY. 

The goal of the conference is to help you provide 

a vibrant and exciting program for our Jewish 

Scouts.  

 

The conference is open to participants from 

across the country. Kosher Food is included in the 

conference fee. And, Friday night & Saturday 

night accommodations are available for those 

who desire to stay overnight. There will also be 

an opportunity to visit the extensive Ten Mile 

River Scout Museum. See the flyer at the end of 

the newsletter for registration information. 

Ten Mile River Scout Camp is 2 hours from the 

George Washington Bridge, 2 hours from White 

Plains, 2 hours from Newark, 2.5 hours from 

Syracuse, 3 hours from Philadelphia, and 4.5 

hours from Baltimore. 



 
 

High Adventure Opportunity for 
Jewish Scouts in 2026 

In 2026, the National Jewish Committee on 

Scouting is sponsoring a kosher, Shabbat-

observant expedition at Scouting America's 

Premier High Adventure Base, Philmont.  

Philmont, located in the mountains of New 

Mexico, is the place to go to experience a 

challenging, high-adventure back-country trek 

through the Rocky Mountains while developing 

leadership skills, outdoor skills, and self-reliance. 

The trek is scheduled for June 25, 2026 through 

July 9, 2026. 

Why a Jewish Trek? What better place can there 

be to ask the BIG 

questions? If this 

is “God’s 

country,” how 

does my Judaism 

fit in? When 

seeing a million 

stars before my 

eyes, how does 

that link me to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as they shepherded 

their flocks? When my friends and I observe 

Shabbat on the trail, how do I feel about my 

relationship with Judaism?  

What is a Jewish trek? The JCOS treks include 

Shabbat observance, kosher food, daily 

prayer/reflection and on-going Jewish learning. 

As part of this unique experience, participants 

will grow physically, mentally and emotionally 

and most importantly, participants will 

experience a deeper insight into what it means 

to be a Jewish Scout. 

For complete trek details or questions, see the 

flyer at the end of this newsletter with 

registration information.  Space for these NJCOS 

treks fills up extremely quickly. If interested, 

don't delay in registering! Several spots for 2026 

have already been claimed. 

For questions, please contact Dr. Robert Weber 

at 1topgum@gmail.com.  

Past trek participants have come from 

throughout the country and have had a wide 

variety of Jewish backgrounds.  

The NJCOS expects to have both male and female 

leadership for this trek so all scouts are welcome 

to participate! The dates will not conflict with the 

National Jamboree. 

Scholarships for Jewish Eagle Scouts 

In 2025, the National Jewish Committee on 

Scouting awarded $20,000 in College 

Scholarships to four outstanding Jewish Scouts 

(see details in the July issue of the NER JCOS 

newsletter).  In 2026, the NJCOS will once again 

be offering four $5000 scholarships. For details 

and application forms, please visit 

 https://www.jewishscouting.org/eagle-scout-

scholarships/.  

What are the requirements for the scholarships? 

To be eligible, you must: 

• Be a registered, active member of a 

Scouts BSA troop, Varsity Scout team, or 

Venturing crew. 

• Have received the Eagle Scout Award. 

• Be an active 

member of a 

synagogue 

and possess 

the Ner Tamid 

or Etz Chaim religious emblem. 

• Have demonstrated practical citizenship 

in your synagogue, school, Scouting 

unit, and community. 

• Be enrolled in an accredited high school 

and in your final year at the time of 

selection. Exception: Scouts whose Eagle 

Scout boards of review are held the 

same year of their high school 

graduation may apply in that calendar 

year. 

 

mailto:1topgum@gmail.com
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National JCOS Virtual Seminars 

The National Jewish Committee on Scouting 

hosts quarterly virtual seminars to assist local 

JCOS committees in providing a quality program. 

These 1-hour seminars are conducted via zoom 

and are provided free to all who want to 

participate. The Seminars are help at 8:00PM 

Eastern Time, 7:00PM Central Time, 6:00PM 

Mountain Time, and 5:00PM Pacific Time. The 

upcoming seminars are: 

• Sept 14th, 2025 – Roundtable Discussion of 
issues & Problems - Panel Discussion 

• Nov 16th, 2025 – High Adventure Programs for 
Jewish Youth in 2026  

You should have already received registration 

information via email. Please direct any 

questions or register information to Barry 

Hantman, at neregion@jewishscouting.org. 

Shabbat Friendly Wood Badge 

Courses 

Looking for a Shabbat Friendly Wood Badge 

Course with Kosher food in the Northeast 

Region? Look no further. There is one coming in 

2026 here in the Northeast Region. 

We are pleased to announce one planned for 

May and June 2026 in the Baltimore area. This 

training is open to 

Scouters from all 

councils. The 

orientation will be 

held on Tuesday, 

May 19, 2026 at the 

Schapiro Scout 

Service Center and 

the course itself will be held on Monday, June 15 

to Friday, June 19, 2026, at Camp Spencer. For 

information and registration, please see the flyer 

later in this newsletter of visit the registration 

website at: https://scoutingevent.com/220-

WB12220261  

 

Jewish Scouting at the 2026 National 

Jamboree 

Summer is the traditional time for Scouts to go 

outdoors to Summer Camp and on High 

Adventure Trips, and next summer, Scouts and 

leaders should plan to include the 2026 National 

Jamboree in their plans.  

There will be a large 

Jewish Scouting presence 

at the upcoming National 

Jamboree at the Summit 

Bechtel Reserve next 

summer, July 22-31, 2026. 

Now is the time to decide 

to participate. 

The National Jewish Committee on Scouting, 

NJCOS, will have a large booth at the Jamboree 

to celebrate its 100th Anniversary in Scouting, 

and, additionally, the Friends of Shomer Shabbat 

Scouting will have a contingent at the Jamboree 

for adults and youth who want to have an 

observant Jewish experience.  

Start by visiting https://jamboree.scouting.org/ 

to get a good look at what the Jamboree is all 

about. Next decide on how you want to 

participate. Your options include: 

• Attend as part of your local council 

contingent. Check with your local council 

about registering. 

• Attend as part of the Shomer Shabbat 

Contingent. See the flyer at the end of 

this newsletter. 

• Work on staff as an adult or youth (16-

29). Submit your registration online from 

the Jamboree website. The NJCOS is 

looking for Adults and Senior Scouts 

(ages 16+) who are interested in working 

at the NJCOS National Jewish 

Committee's booth at the 2026 National 

Jamboree! If interested, contact the 

NJCOS President, Phil Sternberg, at 

phil.sternberg@gmail.com 

mailto:scouting@hantman.net
https://scoutingevent.com/220-WB12220261
https://scoutingevent.com/220-WB12220261


 
 

Scouting America National Annual 

Meeting 

The next Scouting America National Annual 

Meeting is scheduled for May 11-13, 2026 in 

Dallas, TX. During this meeting, there are two 

events scheduled that are of particular interest 

to Jewish Scouters. 

• The National Religious Relationships 

Committee (NRRC) will be meeting on 

Wednesday morning, May 12th. All of the 

Religious Committees, including the 

NJCOS, will be giving presentations. 

• The Annual Duty to God Breakfast will be 

held on Thursday morning, May 13th. At 

this breakfast, several youth recipients 

of religious emblems will be recognized 

and the National Duty to God Award 

recipients will be announced. However, 

the highlight of the Duty to God 

Breakfast will be the keynote speaker, 

our very own Rabbi Peter Hyman. Rabbi 

Hyman is a long-time member of the 

Northeast Region and National Jewish 

Committees on Scouting, a Head 

Chaplain at three World Jamborees, and 

recipient of the Bronze Wolf Award (the 

highest Scouting award in the world). 

The NJCOS encourages everyone to join us at the 

National Annual Meeting, and specifically at the 

Duty to God Breakfast, as we celebrate our 100th 

Anniversary of Jewish Scouting. 

YAD Award Recipients 

Please congratulate recent recipients of the 

NJCOS Yad Award. The Yad Award to recognizes 

outstanding service by adult leaders who have 

served as Jewish Committee on Scouting Chairs. 

Award were recently presented to: 

• Leonard Brownstein – Past Chair of the Cradle 

of Liberty Council JCOS 

• Barry Kopoloff - Past Chair of the Suffolk 

County Council JCOS 

Scout Shabbat 

This is the time of year when we start planning 

annual Scout Shabbat services (typically held in 

February). If your council or synagogue is hosting 

a Scout Shabbat or Scout Havdalah service, 

please let us know about it so that I can include 

it in the upcoming events section or the next 

newsletter and help you publicize the event. 

Have a Scout that wants to help design the 2026 

Scout Shabbat patch? The patch design contest is 

already underway! The rules are simple: 

• Design a patch that represents Scout 

Shabbat 

• The patch should be 3 inches, round, 

square, oval, etc.  

• Be creative and different. It’s our 100th 

anniversary next year so you may want 

to include that in the design. 

• Send your design by September 15, 

2025. Email your design to Bruce Streger 

at wb2adf@gmail.com 

The Winner will: 

• Receive a framed patch with certificate 

• Be recognized on the National Jewish 

Committee Website 

• Receive 5 free Shabbat patches. 

If you wish to order JCOS patches for your Scout 

Shabbat service, you have a few choices: 

1. You will soon be able to order patches on 

the JCOS website (jewishscouting.org). 

2. If you want patches customized for the 

Northeast Region, these are available 

from the NER JCOS Trading Post (send 

email to neregion@jewishscouting.org). 

3. If you want patches customized for your 

Council, Unit, or Synagogue, you can 

order customized patches from the 

NJCOS (minimum order 25; see order 

form at the end of this newsletter) 

mailto:wb2adf@gmail.com
mailto:neregion@jewishscouting.org


 
 

NJCOS 100th Anniversary Camporee 

The National Jewish Committee on Scouting Is 

Celebrating its 100th anniversary in 2026 and is 

hosting a nationwide camporee to celebrate! The 

Camporee will be held at Ten Mile River Scout 

Camps in Narrowsburg, NY on August 9th-12th, 

2026 (these dates do not interfere with the 

National Jamboree nor the NJCOS Philmont 

Trek).  

Scouts will enjoy use of the camp facilities 

(waterfront, shooting sports, etc.) plus Jewish 

Program Activities. Chaplain and Chaplain Aide 

Training, and Religious Emblems Workshops (Ner 

Tamid, Etz Chaim). Merit badges will also be 

offered and, of course, patch trading. The 

camporee includes Kosher food, lodging, and 

avoids Shabbat.  

Come as a unit or register as an individual. Enjoy 

a camporee filled with fun activities, fellowship, 

and the opportunity to learn leadership skills 

together with Jewish Scouts from across the 

country. You’ll want to include this event as you 

plan your Scouting Calendar for next year. 

Please see the flyer and registration form at the 

end of this newsletter. 

Scouts Reaad Sacred Texts 

The Third Annual Scouts Read Sacred Texts Event 

is scheduled for May 7, 2026. This past year’s 

event had 5683 Scouts and other youth 

participating, a 

55% increase over 

2024. Fourteen 

foreign countries 

and territories 

participated as 

well as 43 States. 

24 different faith 

groups, including 

Judaism, were represented. Let’s make next 

year’s event even better! 

NJCOS Chai Awards 

The Northeast Region Jewish Committee on 

Scouting presents Chai Awards to deserving 

Leaders during the Annual Conference. There are 

three separate Chai 

Award Levels: Bronze, 

Gold and Silver. 

Individuals, local JCOS 

or BSA Councils may 

submit nominations for 

these recognitions. 

Submissions are then 

subject to approval by the NER JCOS Awards Sub-

committee. The recipient of the award must be 

present at the Annual NER JCOS conference to 

receive the award (no awards will be presented 

to those not physically present at the 

conference). 

• Bronze CHAI Award: The nominee must have 

served at least two years on the local Jewish 

Committee on Scouting or on the Region or 

National Committees. Work should be of an 

outstanding and exemplary nature. All 

volunteers and professional BSA personnel 

who have done exemplary work toward the 

betterment of Scouting within the Jewish 

Community over a two-year period are 

eligible. 

• Gold CHAI Award The Gold CHAI award is 

given to a deserving individual who has 

received the Bronze CHAI at least two (2) 

years earlier and continued to provide worthy 

service to Scouting and the Jewish 

Community. 

• Silver CHAI Award The Silver CHAI award is 

presented to an individual who has received 

the Gold CHAI at least two (2) years previously 

and has now rendered at least six years of 

service to Scouting and the Jewish 

Community. 

Please see the Chai Award application attached 

to this newsletter for complete details. 

 



 
 

Calendar of Religious Holidays 

The Boy Scouts of America maintains that no 

member can grow into the best kind of citizen 

without recognizing an obligation to God, but it 

is absolutely nonsectarian in its attitude toward 

religious training. Its policy is that the home and 

the organization or group with which the 

member is connected shall give definite 

attention to religious life. 

There are certain holidays that individual Scouts 

and Scouters of different faiths celebrate each 

year. These holidays are not always on the same 

date on the calendar and may not be familiar to 

everyone. In order to respect the traditions of all 

Scouts and Scouters, care must be taken in 

scheduling Scouting activities. 

The Boy Scouts of America has developed a 

religious holiday calendar for the use of local 

units, councils and others in scheduling Scout-

related activities. It provides a brief description 

of each holiday and an indication of the 

significance of each. The calendar is continuously 

updated to provide a two-year holiday schedule. 

Please remember that certain holidays begin on 

the night before the actual day of the holiday as 

shown on the calendar. 

The BSA Religious Holiday Calendar is here: 

https://www.scouting.org/resources/relationshi

ps/religious-observances/ 

Please share this calendar with your council, 

district, and those planning Scouting events. 

Certificates For Eagle Scouts 

The Northeast Region Jewish Committee on 

Scouting provides certificates for presentation to 

those who earn the rank of Eagle Scout.  These 

certificates are excellent for presentation at 

Eagle Courts of Honor.  If you need a certificate 

for someone who is earning their Eagle rank, 

please send a letter to our NER JCOS Scribe, Ted 

Severe via US Mail (Northeast Region Jewish 

Committee on Scouting, Eagle Recognition 

Certificate, c/o Mr. Theodore E. Severe, 3218 

McElderry Street, Baltimore. MD 21205-2819).  

Please send Ted: 

• The full name of the new Eagle Scout  

• Unit type (troop or crew) and its respective 

number 

• The name of 

his/her Scout 

Council 

• The date of 

his/her Eagle 

Court of Honor 

• Address to which the certificate should be 

mailed 

• Contact information (phone number, email 

address) in case there are questions regarding 

the certificate request 

If more than one Eagle Scout is being honored at 

the same Eagle Court of Honor, please provide 

the same information as above for each 

additional new Eagle Scout (these additional 

Scouts may not be Jewish but, by tradition, the 

Northeast Region will honor ALL Eagle Scouts at 

a single Eagle Court of Honor regardless of their 

individual religious faiths). 

In addition, the National Jewish Committee on 

Scouting (NJCOS) provides an Eagle Kit, 

consisting of a letter & certificate, for Jewish 

Eagle Scouts.  Details and the application form 

can be found on the NJCOS website at 

https://www.jewishscouting.org/eagle-scouts/ 
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Jewish Religious Emblems 

The National Jewish Committee on Scouting 
offers Religious Emblems for Scouts of all ages. 
Here are the age/grade brackets for each of the 
religious emblems: 

• Aryeh - Lions and Cubs through grade 1 

• Maccabee - Lions & Cubs through grade 3  

• Aleph - Cubs & Webelos through age 11  

• Ner Tamid –  
1. Scouts BSA through age 14 or through 

9th grade, whichever is later. 
2. Scouts BSA through age 20 if they also 

obtain the Etz Chaim and it is 
presented at the same time. 

• Etz Chaim - Scouts BSA aged 14 to 20 

The Northeast Region Jewish Committee wishes 
to commend all who have earned a Jewish 
religious emblem between June 2025 and July 
2025. 

 

Cradle of Liberty Council 
• Bennett Margolis 

Greater New York Council 
• Moti Beyderman 

Mayflower Council 
• Zachary Kosan 

National Capital Area Council 
• Noah Warschaw 

Seneca Waterways 
• Tzipporah Fuerst 

Spirit of Adventure 
• Jonah Castellucci 

Theodore Roosevelt Council 
• Hunter Kaplan 

Twin Rivers Council 

• Nathan Wind 

Do you have a Scout that wants to earn an 
emblem but doesn’t know where to find a 
counselor to work with? The NJCOS has you 
covered. If you are a Jewish Scout interested in 
earning one of our religious emblems, but you 

live far from a synagogue or Counselor, what can 
you do? Contact the NJCOS Chaplain, Rabbi Art 
Vernon (shaarayrabbi@gmail.com), and he will 
help you connect with a Rabbi or Counselor via 
Zoom! This is particularly important for the Ner 
Tamid and Etz Chaim medals which require a 
knowledgeable person to guide and assist. In the 
age of technology, distance is no longer an issue. 

Attached to this newsletter is a document 
describing the Jewish Religious Emblems. For 
detailed requirements for the emblems and an 
application form, you can visit the NJCOS website 
at https://www.jewishscouting.org/ and click on 
“Emblems & Awards” at the top of the page. 

Upcoming Events 

• September 14, 2025 – NJCOS Virtual Seminar 

• November 16, 2025 – NJCOS Virtual Seminar 

• December 2025 – Friends of Shomer Shabbat 

Scouting Annual Conclave 

• February 2026 – Kosher Klondike Derby on 

President’s Day Weekend 

• March 15, 2026 – Northeast Region Jewish 

Committee on Scouting Annual Conference 

• March 20, 2026 – Scouting America New 

Hampshire and Spirit of Adventure Councils 

Scout Shabbat 

• May 7, 2026 – Scouts Read Sacred Texts 

• May 9, 2026 – May 10, 2026 – NJCOS Annual 

Meeting 

• May 11, 2026 – May 13, 2026 – Scouting 

America National Annual Meeting 

• May 2026 – Northeast Region Kinus 

• June 15, 2026 - June 19, 2026 - Shabbat 

Friendly Wood Badge at Camp Spencer 

• June 25, 2026 - July 9, 2026 NJCOS Philmont 

Trek 

• July 22 – 31, 2026 National Scout Jamboree 

• August 9, 2026 – August 12, 2026 NJCOS 100th 

Anniversary Camporee 

• December 2026 – Friends of Shomer Shabbat 

Scouting Annual Jewish Conclave 

• September 2026 – Kit Kat Camporee over 

Labor Day Weekend 

• July 30th – August 8th, 2027 – World Scout 

Jamboree 

https://www.jewishscouting.org/


 
 

How to be Forgiven of Sin 
A Rosh Hashanah story 

by Rabbi Rachmiel (Rock) Tobesman,  

NER JCOS Chaplain 

You shall seek G-d, and you shall find Him, 

but you must search for Him 

wholeheartedly. In your distress, when all 

these things (sin) come upon you, in the 

end of days, you will return to the L-rd, your 

G-d, and listen to his voice. (Deuteronomy 

4:29). 

A man who had drifted away from faith came to 

a holy rabbi and gave him a long list of sins he 

had committed over the years. He told the holy 

rabbi that he had hoped by fasting frequently 

and punishing himself by sleeping on the ground 

and putting pebbles inside his shoes, he could be 

forgiven for his terrible deeds. He wondered 

whether all of his actions were sufficient to attain 

forgiveness for his sins. 

The holy rabbi listened closely and studied the 

list of sins carefully. Then he remarked, “It 

appears that you have done a complete job. Truly 

a complete job.” 

The young man was pleased that the rabbi 

appeared to have approved of his penance. 

“Then I am forgiven?” he asked. 

“Not quite,” the holy rabbi said. “Is not the soul 

a guest in our body, deserving of our kind 

hospitality? Today it is here, tomorrow it is gone” 

(Leviticus Rabbah 34:3) The rabbi paused and 

thought for a moment then continued, “You 

began by committing sins to ruin your neshamah 

(soul). Having done that, you then directed your 

attention toward ruining your body as well. That 

is a complete job.” 

The young man began to cry, “Rabbi, holy rabbi, 

I want to be forgiven of the terrible things I have 

done. I thought I was doing what is right, but now 

I see that I was wrong. What am I to do?” 

The rabbi comforted the young man, “Begin a 

meal with words of Torah (Scriptures) and a 

benediction (blessing).” (Megillah 12b). The 

rabbi instructed the young man, “Eat three meals 

each day, pray from your heart and study the 

Holy Words. Remember that ‘through kindness 

and truth, sin is atoned’ (Proverbs 16:6) Do this 

and you will be forgiven by man and the Holy 

One, blessed be He.” 

The young man looked up and asked, “how can 

this be?” 

“We learn that ‘G-d created man in His own 

image’ (Genesis 1:27). Since man is created in the 

image of G-d, he has the ability to forgive and be 

divine in his deeds. For this reason, we are 

taught, ‘Beloved is man who was created in the 

divine image.’ (Mishna Avos 3:14)” answered the 

holy rabbi. 

According to many great rabbis, atonement does 

not require self-torment and punishment. 

Rather, one should understand the gravity of 

transgressing the Divine will, appreciate how 

injurious this is to oneself, and make a concerted 

effort to refine his character so that he is no 

longer likely to repeat the improper behavior. 

Self-punishment can mislead one to think that he 

has achieved atonement, whereas nothing in his 

character may have changed. 

An old Jewish teaching tells us that “great is 

repentance: it brings healing to the world.” 

(Yoma 86a) Let us all hope that we can bring 

about a healing in the world. 

 

 



 
 

NER JCOS Leadership 

 

 
Please let provide any updates for this chart to Barry Hantman, neregion@jewishscouting.org 
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
NJCOS Trek to Northern Tier 

High Adventure Base 

NER JCOS Photo Gallery  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

  

Scouting America and Tzofim at the 

Theodore Roosevelt Council Awards 

Breakfast 

Congratulations to Rabbi Sol 

Goodman who celebrated his 25th 

summer at Yawgoog Scout 

Reservation in Narragansett 

Council. We believe this makes him 

the longest tenured Chaplain at a 

Scout Camp. 

Phyllis Stein presents the 

Yad Award to Barry Kopelof at 

the Suffolk County Council 

Roundtable 

NJCOS President Phil 

Sternberg with Alan Yanofsky 

at the TMR Reunion 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

2026 Scout Shabbat Patch Order Form 

(for Customized Patches)
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