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The History of Jewish Scouting
In America (1926-2026)
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From the beginning of Scouting in
America in 1910, many Jewish
Institutions used Scouting.

By 1917 the number of Scout  :
Troops chartered by Jewish
Institutions had grown to 58.

After a period of time it was decided
that there should be a coordinated
effort to provide Scouting among the
Jewish Institutions. This lead to the
development of the Jewish Committee
on Scouting in 1926 , under the
leadership of Dr. Cyrus Adler,
Mortimer L. Schiff, and the help of
Harry L. Glucksman of the National
Jewish Welfare Board.

The Jewish Committee on Scouting !
opened an office in 1928 at 71 West E
47t Street, New York City. They then ;
proceeded to produce the book that .
you see to the right: “Scouting and the 3
Jewish Boy.” :
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~ SCOUTING and the

Fewish Boy

Published by
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

Tue Jewisn COMMITTEE ON SCOUTING

71 WEsT 47TH STREET
NEW YORK CITY

The Jewish Committee on
Scouting in 1935 sponsored the
organization of the Greater New
York Jewish Committee on
Scouting under the Chairmanship
of Frank L. Weil.

4. Great emphasis is placed on the sacredness
and preservation of human life, animal life, and
plant life.

5. The Boy Scout is afforded an opportunity
to learn, by actual practice, something about the
peacetime arts and crafts, for example, music,
journalism, printing, art, electricity, radio, car-
pentry—nearly 100 subjects in all.

Statement from the Jewish Committee
on Scouting

“The Boy Scout Movement came to America
in 1910. Since that year over five million Boy
Sl‘uuts ]]l’l\'e bcen enro"ed. 'rll! Scuut A\IUVC—
ment has ateracted the attention of many thought-
ful men the world over, especially as an offset to
the dangers to boy life in large cities, and a
positive program has been warked out to this end.

“The Scout Movement recognizes religion as
an integral part of the character-building process,
and cncourages boys to adhere to the tenets and
practices of their own faith. On this basis Scout-
ing has enjoyed the cooperation of nearly every
religious group in America and has gone forward
in the spirit of universal service to all boys
everywhere.

“In this spirit [ commend Scouting to Jewish
boys, their parents and teachers, as a valuable
discipline and program of activities in the devel-
opment of boy life which will promote a feeling
of comradeship among American boys of all
crecds and origins and at the same time stimulate
the loyalty of the Jewish boy to his own faith.”

(Signed) Cvyrus Aprer, Chairman,
Jewish Committee on Scouting,
Boy Scouts of America.

71 West 47th Street New York City

By 1936 the number of Scout Troops
chartered by Jewish Institutions had
grown to 347.

At the First National Jamboree, on
Friday evening July 2, 1937, at the
beginning of the Jewish Sabbath,
several hundred Jewish boys
participated in Shabbat services.

What Is
a Boy Scout?
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THE SCOUT OATH

On my honor
I will do my best:

1. To do my duty to Ged and my country
and to obey the Scout Law;

2, To help other people at all times;

3. To keep myself physically strong, men-
tally awake, and morally straight.
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- NER TAMID
SCOUT
AWARD

A Guide For Rabbis, Counselors, and Scout Leaders

T.ERNALL

Issued by

JEWISH COMMITTEE on SCOUTING

2 Park Avenue * New York 16, N. Y.

Cat. No. 3181 50001246

NER TAMID AWARD
RECORD BOOR
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ISSUED BY

JEWISH COMMITTEE ON SCOUTING
2Park Avenue, New York 16, New York

The first Ner Tamid was awarded in
1945.

ON MY HONOI

JWILL DO MY

JEWISH RELIGIOUS SERVICE

NATIONAL JAMBOREE
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
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Signaturo of Mombaor

JEWISH COMMITTEE ON SCOUTING
To The Bronx Council

« Boy Scouts of America «
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This is to certify

is a member in good standing for the

year ending.Dec. 31,1977
No. % y %.l 4

a Scout is IReverent

JEWISH RELIGIOUS SERVICE
NATIONAL JAMBOREE-EAST
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
AUGUST 5, 1973

The 1989 Jamboree had 5
Participants from 2 States in 3
Councils for the Shomer
Shabbat Contingent
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The 1993 Jamboree had
40 Participants from 8
States in 13 Councils for
the Shomer Shabbat
Contingent

The 2001 Jamboree
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Shomer Shabbat
Contingent

The 1997 Jamboree
had 80 Participants
from 16 States in 23
Councils for the
Shomer Shabbat
Contingent
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About 200 Scouts earned
the 2005 Jamboree
Achievement award.

In 2005 there are 153 Packs
and 122 Troops Chartered to
Jewish Institutions.
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REVERENT NATIONAL
JAMBOREE

Shomer Shabbat Contingent included
more than 20 scouts from New York, as
well as boys from 15 other states,
Canada and Israel for a total of 80
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An attempt at the 2013 National
Jamboree failed to break the world
record at that time of 377 people
simultaneously spinning dreidels.
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SCOUT SHABBAT
2014 - 5774

Original 2005 poster by Mark Kaye of the Great Smoky Mountain Council.

2005-2026 updates by David M. Malatzky of the Greater New York Councils.

A new Guinness
World Record was
established as 820
Scouts and adult
leaders became
the largest group of
people
simultaneously
spinning dreidels.
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