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0 now, even more than in those days, is such training need if we, as a nation, are to keep pace with the development of the age and hold our own, in giving a moral lead to others. The character of a nation depends on the individual character of its members.

	BP-1939





Introduction to Outdoor Leader Skills

Call to Worship

Reader:	Let us gather together to express our devotion to the Supreme Being, a Way of Life, and Respect among men.

Response: 	Make a joyful noise throughout the land. Serve with gladness. Come together with joy.

Reader:	Let us praise our creator.

Response: 	Thanks to him who made us. His love and faithfulness endure forever.

Reader: 	Let us give thanks. We are his people who owe everything to him. All our actions and thoughts should reflect thankfulness.

Taken from Psalm 100

Hymn:  Kum Ba Ya

Kum Ba Ya, My Lord, Kum Ba Ya Kum Ba Ya, My Lord, Kum Ba Ya Kum Ba Ya, My Lord, Kum Ba Ya Oh Lord, Kum Ba Ya

Someone's crying Lord, Kum Ba Ya Someone's praying Lord, Kum Ba Ya Someone's laughing Lord, Kum Bay Ya Kum Ba Ya, My Lord, Kum Ba Ya

Invocation

Reader:	May the time be not distant, 0 God, when all your children will understand that they are brothers and sisters, so that, one in spirit and one in fellowship they may be forever united before you. Then shall you kingdom be established on earth, and the word of your prophet shall be fulfilled: "The Lord will reign forever and ever." Amen

From: Service of Heart - Jewish


Reading

Reader:	The true servants of the Gracious God are the following:

Group 1: 	Those who walk upon the earth with humility and when they are tempted by the evil ones, they respond: "Peace";

Group 2:	Those who pass the hours of the night in prayers and standing before the Lord;

Group 3: 	Those who pray, "Lord turn away from us the punishments of hell, for it is a heavy torment, it is indeed an evil dwelling place";

Group 4: 	Those who are neither extravagant nor stingy in spending, but keep a balance between the two;

All:	Those who repent and believe and do good deeds.

Muslim from the Koran: Al-Furquan, Part 19, Chapter 25

Moment of Silence

Let us all observe of moment of silent worship, each in their own way, according to their own faith.

Reading

Read together: There is but one great Spirit. He is eternal, omniscient, omnipotent, and invisible. He pervades all things at all times. Reverence him, and respect all Worship of him by others, for none have all the truth, and all who reverently worship have claims on our respect. Also, show respect to such things as are held sacred by others.

The Gospel of the Redman by Thomas Seton

Responsive Reading

[image: ]Reader:	On my honor I will do my best

All:	Almighty God, keep us always mindful that our honor is a possession to be cherished as dearly as life itself. Endow us with firmness of purpose and uncommon integrity that will enable us to fulfill those responsibilities with which we are charged. Make us ever conscious of the trust others have placed in us as Scouts.

Reader:	To do my duty to God

All:	Creator of the universe, how often we forget the true source of life's joys and pleasures. How often, too, have we failed to remember the origin of the inward strength which has enabled us to be aware of Your continual presence in our daily lives. Help us to understand the more meaningful rewards of service in Your name.

Reader:	And my country

All:	We thank Thee, Almighty God, for the privilege of living in a country such as the United States of America. Keep foremost in our minds that the freedoms which we enjoy were bought through the unselfish sacrifices of those who have gone before us. As the strength of a country is in her people, let us never avoid our responsibility to maintain this nation as a beacon of hope and freedom to all mankind.

Reader:	And to obey the Scout Law

All:	Heavenly Father, accept the heartfelt thanks of us Scouts and Scouters for such men of vision and leadership as Robert Baden-Powell, William Boyce, James West, and Waite Phillips, who donated Philmont Scout Ranch to the Boy Scouts of America. Keep always before us the ideals which they set forth, and grant us the courage to live by them when others may not. Allow us never to forget than our actions may be the examples others choose to follow.

Reader:	To help other people at all times

All	Grant us forgiveness, Patient Lord, when we place the insignificant wants in our lives above the necessities in others' lives. Teach us to recognize and understand the problems facing others and prepare us for each day's task of helping others.

Reader:	To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.

All:	God of our ancestors, let us never forget that our bodies and minds are but temporary gifts from Thee. Help us to preserve, strengthen, and use them for the betterment of our world. May our thoughts and actions be directed toward more meaningful service in Your name. Amen.

"On My Honor" by Dr. Carroll Osburn, 1997
A Hiking Prayer

Master of the Universe
Grant me the ability to be alone;
May it be my custom to go outdoors each day
Among the trees and grass, among all living things. And there may I be alone and enter into prayer,
To talk with the one to whom I belong.
May I express there everything in my hear,
And may all the foliage of the field
(All grasses, trees and plants)
May they all awake at my coming
To send the powers of their life into the words of my prayer, So that my prayer and speech are made whole
Through the life and the spirit of all growing things, Which are made as one by their transcendent source.

Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav (1772-1811)

Hymn:  God Bless America

God bless America, Land that I love,
Stand beside her, and guide her,
Through the night with the light from above. 
From the mountains,
To the prairies,
To the oceans, white with foam.
God bless America
My home sweet home. 
God bless America My home sweet home.
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