
The Fourth of July this year is our nation's 250th birthday. For all that time, America has been chasing 
an ideal that all people are created equal and that all of them are entitled to participate in the process of 
attaining that ideal. I recall the 200th birthday of our nation in 1976 when the Freedom Train crossed 
America and stopped near our home in Appleton, Wisconsin. Two of our children were old enough to 
experience that train with us. It brought the meaning of America to all of us as did a trip to Washington,
D.C., not too long afterward. I like to think that I  helped to preserve the ideal of our country when I 
served in the Army in Vietnam in 1971.

Scouting America is a vital component of our America today. We can sum up what we learn in 
Scouting, in the Scout Oath and the Scout Law, at our camping trips, our Pack, Troop and Crew 
meetings and every time we put on our uniform. That word is respect. We respect everyone we meet 
and accept them for who they are, whether their skin is the same color as ours, whether they worship 
the same God as we do in the same way that we do and how they live their lives. Respect is what we, as
members of the National Jewish Scout Association can show our friends and neighbors and our fellow 
Scouts and Scouters. By setting an example of respecting others as I have done in over 50 years as a 
Scout and a Scouter, we will contribute to the democracy that is America and preserve and enhance it 
for the next 250 years. 

Happy birthday to America and I hope each and every one of you and every other Scout and Scouter 
will continue to make our country an example for all people around the world to emulate.
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